Ali meets .Israeli envoy in Cairo 

CAIRO (R) — Egyptian. Foreign Minister Kama] Hasson Ali met 
Is rad's Ambassador Moshe Sasson Sunday tp discuss lateral 
and Lebanese issues, officials said. The officials said the 45 - 
minute discussion dealt with the talks involving Lebanon, Israel 
and the United States on a withdrawal of foreign troops from 
Lebanon. They also raised the issue of Taba, a 700 square-metre 
coastal strip in Sinai over which the two countries have claimed 
sovereignty since Israel completed its withdrawal from the pen- 
insula last year. 
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Blizzards kill 27 in Lebanon 


BEIRUT (R) — The death toil from blizzards lashing the central 
Lebanese mountains rose to 21 Sunday with the discovery of 1 1 
bodies in two cars, civij defence sources said. The bodies of sixteen 
people who had frozen to death were found Saturday, they said. 
Continuing snowstorms in the area around the Beirut-Damascus 
road were hampering efforts to rescue stranded cars, radio sta- 
tions reported. 
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Tehran rejects 
Iraqi peace move 

MADRID (R) — President Ali 
Khamenei of Iran was quoted 
Sunday as rejecting out of hand an 
offer by Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein to travel to Tehran to 
negotiate an end to the war bet- 
ween the two countries. The Iraqi 
leader made the offer in an int- 
erview last month with Rafael 
Fraguas, a correspondent of the 
respected Spanish daily new- 
spaper El Pais. Asked for his rea- 
ction by the same correspondent 
President Khamenei replied that 
Iran cannot accept the Iraqi pre- 
sident's proposaL 

Nuineiri says 4,000 
Sudanese are ] 

fighting for Iraq 

JEDDAH (R) — A thousand reg- 
ular Sudanese troops and 3,000 
volunteers are fighting alongside 
the Iraqi army in the war against 
Iran, Sudanese President Jaafar 
Nuineiri was quoted as saying 
Sunday. In an interview with the 
London -based Saudi newspaper 
Ash Sharq A1 Awsat be said the 
troops were sent after all med- 
iation efforts to end the 29- 
month -old war had failed. Sudan 
said last month it had sent troops 
to help Iraq but (lad not previously 
given details of the numbers inv- 
olved. 

Car bomb explodes 
south of Beirut 

BEIRUT (R) — A car bomb exp- 
loded Sunday on a road near 
Damour south of Beirut, slightly 
injuring the driver of Lebanese 
Housing Minister Bahaadin AI 
Bessat, security sources said. They 
said the minister was not hurt. An 
Israeli vehicle which was passing 
at the time was not damaged. 

Iraq sends message 
to Mrs. Gandhi 
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BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi Foreign 
Ministry Under-Secretary Is mat 
Kittani left Baghdad Sunday with 
a message from President Saddam 
Hussein to Indian Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi The Iraqi News 
Agency said the message dealt 
with the work of the non-aligned 
summit due to open in New Delhi 
on March 6. It gave no details. The 
summit should have taken place in 
Baghdad last September but was 
postponed and shifted to New 
Delhi because of the Iran -Iraq 
war. 

Iranian minister, 
Khaddam confer 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian For- 
eign Minister Abdul Halim Kha- 
ddam discussed the situation in 
the Middle East and bilateral rel- 
ations with Ir anian Deputy For- 
eign Minister Ahmad Ami Sun- 
day, the official Syrian News Age- 
ncy (SANA) said. Mr. Azhri, who 
arrived in Damascus at the head of 
an Iranian delegation Sunday, car- 
ded a message to Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad from Iran's Pre- 
sident Ali Khamenei, the agency 
added. It did not give any other 
details. 

Irish rebels kill 
police reservist 

BELFAST (R) — Irish guerrillas 
shot dead a policeman Sunday and 
hurled a grenade at the police sta- 1 
tion at Warrenpoint on the Nor- i 
them Ireland border, police said. 
The Provisional Irish Republican 
Army (IRA), fighting British rule 
in Northern Ireland, said it killed 
the policeman, the fourth to die at 
the hands of guerrillas this year. 
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No crisis 
on Sudan’s 
borders, 
Cairo says 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt Sunday insisted there 
was no sign of a crisis on the Sudan-Libya 
border and brushed aside reports that Ame- 
rican surveillance planes had flown into 
Egypt at Cairo’s request to monitor a thr- 
eatened Libyan invasion. 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon I pound; Saudi Arabia 1,50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


‘PLO policy should be clear’ 



Official sources in Khartoum, 
where two days ago the official 
news agency accused Libya of a 
military buildup on the Sudan 
border, said about 25 Libyan- 
trained agents had been arrested 
in the past three months on cha- 
rges of plotting subversive acts. 

The Egyptian dismissal of crisis 
reports was delivered by Defence 
Minister Mohammad Abdul 
Halim Abu Ghazala when he 
spoke to reporters after a meeting 
with the visiting U.S. assistant 
defence secretary, Francis West 

“I see no sign of crisis or of pos- 
sible aggression on Sudan at pre- 
sent,” the minister said. 

Officials offered no comment 
on a report by the Washington 
Post that Egypt, had requested 
U.S. military assistance to counter 
a reported plot by Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi to invade 
Sudan and assassinate Sudanese 
President Jaafar Numeiri. 

AWACS in Egypt 

President Reagan said last 
Wednesday that sophisticated 
Airborne Warning And Control 
Systems (AWACS) aircraft had 
been sent to Egypt on exercise. 

No mention of the AWACS 
presence was made in the Egy- 
ptian press although eyewitnesses 
reported seeing the aircraft at a 
militar y airport. 

Foreign Ministry officials con- 
tradicted Mr. Reagan's statement 
that U.S. and Egyptian aircraft 
were engaged in joint exercises. 
They said Egyptian pilots were 
simply training on electronic equ- 
ipment. 

This was followed by an ins- 
istent denial on the part of Egy- 
ptian officials that any request 


whatever had been made for U.S. 
military assistance against Libya. 

Diplomats said this denial ref- 
lected Egypt's current eagerness 
to maintain a non-aligned posture 
now it is hoping to resume dip- 
lomatic ties with the rest of the 
Arab World. 

The approach of next month's 
non-aligned summit in New Delhi 
makes Egypt all the more keen to . 
play down any close association 
with the United States, the dip- 
lomats said. 

Egypt has dose ties with Sudan 
and is pledged to defend it against 
aggression. The two countries are 
planning an integration pro- 
gramme in which Sudan would 
grow food for Egypt in exchange 
for defence, political and cither 
commitments. 

Field Marshal Abu Ghazala 
noted that he and Egyptian Pre- 
sident Hosni Mubarak would visit 
Sudan this Tuesday, but said this 
was a long-standing arrangement 
to talk about integration and was - 
not connected with any border 
troubles. 

Libyan demonstrations 

Libyan Radio, monitored in 
London, said that for the second 
consecutive day there we; _ 4 'm- 
onstrations in Libya Sunday ag u 
inst what it called U.S. terrorist 
provocations and interference 
against the Libyan people. 

The radio said: “The masses 
participating in the dem- 
onstrations expressed vehement 
wrath and strong denunciation of 
the U.S. and Zionist presence in 
Egypt and Sudan, a presence that 
is aimed at shaking stability and 
peace in the area.” 


Arens says U.S. -Israeli 
relations worst in years 


NEW YORK (R) — Israeli Def- 
ence Minister- Designate Moshe 
Arens said in an interview pub- 
lished Sunday that some members 
of the Reagan administration 
wanted to kick Israel in the teeth. 

U.S. impatience over the pro- 
gress of talks on the withdrawal of 
foreign forces from Lebanon had 
contributed to a worsening of 
Israeli-American relations in rec- 
ent months, he told the New York 
Times. 

Mr. Arens, the fonner Israeli 
ambassador to Washington who 
has been appointed to replace 
Ariel Sharon as defence chief; said 
frustration and anger between the 
two countries was probably run- 
ning at the highest level of all time. 

Mr. Arens said some U.S. off- 
icials had idealistic notions about 
how quickly a negotiated set- 


tlement could be achieved in Leb- 
anon. 

- He said the U.S. had app- 
reciated the “elimination” of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and Syrian military power 
in Lebanon and what he called an' 
indirect setback to the Soviet 
Union. 

This had brought compatibility 
between the United States and 
Israel. But it had been offset by 
“such a stridency of differences of 
opinion and such a degree of fru- 
stration and anger, like maybe we 
have never had before in Israeli- 
American relations.” he added. 

Mr, Arens, interviewed in Was- 
hington on Friday, said: “I think 
there is a great deal of impatience 
here, a feeling that things could be 
moving faster, and this impatience 
is giving rise in some quarters to 
suspicions that Israel is stalling.” 


Nigerian move may spark 
new oil price-cutting war 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria appeared 
ready Sunday for an oil price- 
cutting war following its ann- 
ouncement of a $5.50 reduction in 
its crude prices, the first public 
breach of OPEC solidarity by one 
of the organisation’s 13 members. 

The presidential adviser on pet- 
roleum and energy, Yabaya 
Dikko, announcing the reduction 
Saturday night, made it clear that 
Nigeria would not allow its new 
prices to be undercut. 

But at the same time he called 


on other exporters, whether 
members of OPEC (the Org- 
anisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries) or not, to react res- 
ponsibly to Nigeria’s move, pro- 
mpted by cuts in the price of North 
Sea oil which competes with Nig- 
erian crude. 

“It needs to be reiterated that 
the restoration of stability and the 
defence of crude oil markets is a 
responsibility for both OPEC- and 
non-OPEC exporters alike," be. 
said. 
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His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. the Regent, Sunday confers with members of a visiting delegation 
of American mayors ( Petra photo ) 

Regent receives American mayors 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent, received at the Royal 
Court Sunday a delegation of 
eight American mayors from dif- 
ferent parts of the United Suites. 
The discussions at the meeting 
dealt with Middle Eastern issues 
in general and the situation in the 
Israeli-occupied Arab territories 
in particular, the Jordanian News 
Agency, Petra, said. 

“ Israel is pursuing an aggressive 

Qadhafi 
challenges 
reports 
of buildup 

NEW YORK (R) — Libyan lea- 
der Muammar Qadhafi has denied 
his troops were massed on Sudan’s 
border and said he wanted the 
U.N. Security Council to inspect 
the area to prove it. 

“1 want the Security Council... it 
can come to this area and to see 
this short distance between Libya 
and Sunda.” Col. Qadhafi told 
NBC Television in an interview in 
Tripoli on Saturday. 

“It can see there are no Libyan 
troops at all and no Libyan bases 
in this area,” he said. 

He did not say whether Libya 
had made a formal request to the 
Security Council to send obs- 
ervers, but added: 

•*I think there is wrong inf- 
ormation — a misunderstanding, 
because Egypt has stationed its 
aircraft on the border of Sudan, 
not Libya.” 

Sudan has accused Libya of 
massing troops, armour and air- 
craft near its border and charged 
Col. Qadhafi with plotting against 
the government in Khartoum. 

During the interview. Col. 
Qadhafi produced a chart he said 
recorded the movements of air- 
craft from the U.S. carrier Nimitz 
near the Gulf of Sidra which Libya 
claims as its territorial waters. 

Marks purporting to show 
flights by U.S. navy planes came 
right up to a line representing the 
limit of Libya's territorial claim 
but did not cross it. 

Col. Qadhafi also showed a 
chart he said listed the movements 
of U.S. AWACS surveillance pla- 
nes in Egyptian airspace bor- 
dering Libya. 


and expansionist policy in the reg- 
ion clearly manifested in its drive 
to evict Arab inhabitants from 
their own homeland and to annex 
their lands and establish set- 
tlements." Petra quoted Prince 
Hassan as telling the delegation. 

“Israel," Prince Hassan added, 
“is quickly utilising the time ele- 
ment by continuously con- 
solidating its occupation of Arab 
territory and persistently foiling 


all efforts aimed at establishing 
peace/' 

The American delegation arr- 
ived in Amman Saturday evening 
for a week-long visit to Jordan. Its 
visit to Jordan is pari of a pro- 
. gramme aimed at improving und- 
erstanding between Jordanians 
and Americans and bolstering 
their cooperation in economic, 
cultural and social fields. Petra 
said. 


Libya complains against 
U.S/threats, provocations’ 


UNITED NATIONS |R) — 
Libya, reserving the right to req- 
uest a meeting of the Security 
Council, has complained to the 
United Nations over what it called 
United States '•military threats 
and provocations." 

In a lener Saturday to Security 
Council President Oleg Tro- 
yanov skv of the Soviet Union. 
Libyan U.N. Representative .Ali 
Treiki also spoke of his country's 
right to take steps if necessary to 
defend its independence, sov- 
ereignty and territorial integrity. 

LIS. officials said last week four 
AWACS early-warning radar 
planes had been sent to Egypt 
amid reports of a Libyan military 
buildup near its border with 
Sudan. 


They also said the U.S. aircraft 
carrier Nimitz was on a routine 
patrol in the Eastern Med- 
iterranean off Libya, but that this 
was not linked directly to any Lib- 
yan threat, 

Mr. Treiki cited the dispatch of 
the AWACS and the Nhnitz’s 
movements in his letter. He said 
the “continued flying of U.S. rec- 
onnaissance and jamming planes 
over our borders” created a dan- 
gerous situation and disrupted 
domestic civil communications. 

The U.S. Sixth Fleet's presence 
near the Libyan coast could lead 
to a grave situation, he said, add- 
ing that it nosed a threat to int- 
ernational well as regional 
peace. 


TELAVIVcR) — The Israelicab- 
met Sunday reinstated former 
Defence Minister Ariel Sharon as 
a member of the ministerial sub- 
committee coordinating Israel's 
position in negotiations with Leb- 
anon. a government spokesman 
said. 

Mr. Sharon was forced to leave 
the Defence Ministry last week 
after a judicial inquiry into the 
Beirut massacre recommended his 
resignation. But he has remained 
in the cabinet as minister without 
portfolio. 

The inquiry blamed Mr. Sharon 
fora major part of Israel's indirect 
responsibility for the massacre last 
September, in which, the Israelis 
say, Lebanese Falangists killed 
hundreds of Palestinians. 

The spokesman said Prime Min- 
ister Menachem Begin proposed 


that Mr. Sharon, who served on 
the five-man committee in his 
capacity as defence minister, sho- 
uld remain a member. The cabinet 
also appointed him a member of 
the ministerial defence com- 
mittee. the proceedings of which 
are kept secret. 

Communications Minister 
Mordecai Zippori. a frequent cri- 
tic of Mr. Sharon, voted against his 
reappointment to the committees. 
Several other ministers abstained. 

Mr. Begin tabled the proposal 
because he felt that Mr. Sharon 
had much to offer the two com- 
mittees. a senior official said. 

It is not clear what Mr. Sharon's 
ministerial duties will be. The off- 
icial said Mr. Begin has not dis- 
cussed the matter with him and 
mav not do so for several weeks. 


Probe into EPA may damage Reagan 


WASHINGTON (*) — A clash 
between the White House and 
Congress over a White House ref- 
usal to release some documents 
appears to have been averted, but 
a congressional investigation into 
a toxic waste cleanup programme 
could still prove damaging to Pre- 
sident Reagan. 

Probes by five congressional 
committees into allegations of 
misconduct at the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) had 
threatened to escalate into a 
power struggle between the two 
branches of government when 
President Reagan claimed exe- 
cutive privilege over some key 
documents. 

That led to a contempt of Con- 
gress citation against Anne Gor- 
such, administrator of the EPA, 
which handles the cleanup pro- 
gramme. One of her aides was 
fired mysteriously. EPA papers 
have been shredded, and the FBI 
has been called in to investigate 
cover-up charges. 


In a compromise worked out on 
Friday night. Mr. Reagan agreed 
to allow the committees :o review 
the documents under special con- 
ditions to protect their integrity. 

Representative Elliott Levitas, 
a Georgia Democrat and cha- 
irman of one of the committees, 
said the agreement would 
eliminate the need for enf- 
orcement of the contempt cit- 
ation. 

The compromise came after Mr. 
Reagan and his aides realised wit- 
hholding the documents would 
increase the controversy and aro- 
use public suspicion, just as ii did 
for former President Richard 
Nixon in the Watergate case. 

The clash has focused attention 
on charges that the Re 2 gan adm- 
inistration is trying to weaken laws 
on clean air and water and to red- 
uce regulation of industrial pol- 
luters. It has also been said that 
EPA officials conspired with ind- 
ustrialists to reduce the liability of 
firms guilty of pollution hazards. 


The controversy originated last 
December when Mrs. Gorsuch, 
acting on President Reagan's ord- 
ers. refused ro give congressional 
investigators case records from an 
EPA programme charged with 
policing industrial polluters. 

The White House said dis- 
closure of the documents would 
compromise current enforcement 
cases and Mr. Reagan asserted a 
president's traditional "executive 
privilege" of cloaking vital U.S. 
government interests in privacy. 

Congress rejected his claim and 
issued a contempt citation against 
Mrs. Gorsuch. the highest- 
ranking official ever so cited. 

Although the “privilege” doc- 
trine has sometimes been invoked 
successfully, usually in national 
security cases, the freshest case in 
public memory is Mr. Nixon's fot- 
tle attempt to deny White House 
tapes to the Watergate r.speciaj 
prosecutor. 

Mr. Reagan’s attempt to get 
court backing for his stand failed. 


PNC member shm 


Sharon retains place 
in Lebanon negotiations 


ALGIERS <Ri — Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) off- 
icial Issam Sartawi said Sunday he ' 
had resigned from the mov- 
ement's parliament-in -exile at a 
meeting here because it refused to 
grant him time to speak. 

Mr. Sanawi. who has acted on 
occasion as a roving PLO amb- 
assador. told reporters: “I have 
rejected this council. I don't care if 
it accepts my resignation or not.” 

The Palestine National Council 
I PNC), in its first session since the 
evacuation of PLO forces from 
Israeli- besieged Beirut last sum- - 
mcr. went into closed meetings 
Sunday after winding up a debate 
on Middle East peace strategy 
Saturday night. 

PLO sources said Mr. Sartawi. 
48. had an angry confrontation 
with PLO Executive Committee 
Chairman Yasser Arafat Saturday 
night after PNC Speaker Khaied 
Al Fahoum failed to find time for 
him to speak in the hardliner- 
dominated public debates. 

Mr. Sartawi tendered his res- 
ignation as a PNC member at the 
last session in April. 1HS1, but it 
was refused. 

Recognition of Israel 

He said recently he planned to 
tell the PNC that, by endorsing a 
Soviet Middle East peace plan in 
1981. it had implicitly recognised 
Israel's right to exist, and should 
now issue a clear recognition of 
that country. 

The United States h3s asked ihe 
PLO to recognise Israel— a move 
rejected by all PNC speakers so 
tar-as the price for talking to the 
organisation. 

PNC sources said the PLO lea- 
dership believed Mr. Sartawi* s 
views would divide the org- 
anisation at a time when it was 
seeking to rebuild its unity and 
could provoke hardliners to press- 
for an explicit rejection of them. 

Despite the fiery hardline rhe- 
toric at the current meeting. Mr. 
Arafat's aides thought the 355- . 
member PNC would leave the 
PLO leader some room to man- 
oeuvre in his cautious diplomatic 
approach to Middle East peace. 

They said the PNC seemed lik- 
ely to tie Mr. Arafat down on 
some issues, particularly on its 
refusal to accept President Rea- 
gan’s call last September for Pal- 
estinian self-rule in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip in association with Jordan. 

Mr. Arafat has so far slopped 


short of rejecting the Reagan plan 
outright, as Israel ha*; done. 

PNC 'failures’ 

A clearly incensed Mr. Sartawi 
said the PNC had failed to live up 
to the standards of democracy 
required of it. “The Palestinian 
people need a leading body as 
deep as their tragedy," he said. 

He affirmed his support of the 
PLO as the sole legitimate rep- 
resentative of the Palestinian peo- 
ple but said Palestinians had a 
right to know how well or badly 
their interests were being looked 
after by the organisation. 

In a clear reference to a two- 
hour speech on Friday by pro- 
Libyan commando chief Ahmad 
Jibril. he said it was immoral that 
the PNC should find time for 
"those who want to sell the Pal- 
estinian people like a flock of 
sheep to (Libyan leader Mua- 
mmar) Qadhafi." but could not 
give him 10 minutes to speak. 

‘ Beirut victory' 

He also objected to a scries of 
speeches by others hailing last 
summer's battle of Beirut, which 
led to the PLO evacuation of the 
city, as a victory. 

“If that was a victory, then all 
we need is a series of victories and 
we will be holding the next PNC 
meeting in Fiji." he said. 

The current PNC session is the 
first to be held outside an Arab 
state bordering Israel. 

The PNC Sunday morning 
broke up into eight sub- 
committees which are expected to 
meet for at least one full day bef- 
ore presenting draft resolutions to 
the assembly. 

Mr. Arafat, w ho has yet to def- 
end his policies, is expected to 
speak just before the PNC voles 
on the resolutions. 

Lebanon talks 
called off today 

TEL AVIV (R) — Bad weather 
has forced the cancellation of 
Monday's talks in the resort town 
of Neianya between Israeli. Leb- 
anese and U.S. negotiators on the 
withdrawal of foreign forces from 
Lebanon. Israeli officials said 
Sunday. In more than two days of 
heavy rain and snow siorrns roads 
were flooded and power lines tom 
up. particularly in Jerusalem and 
other high areas. 


Arab team’s U.K. visit 
replanned for mid-March 

LONDON (Rj — Britain said Sunday a much-postponed visit to 
London by an Arab League mission promoting a Middle East peace 
plan was being rescheduled for mid-March. 

Specific dates had not been fixed, a Foreign Office spokesman 
said. King Hassan of Morocco would lead the mission, he added. 

The visit has been delayed because Britain objected to a delegate 
of the Palestine Liberation Organisation i PLO) being in the mission. 

The spokesman said Foreign Secretary Francis Pym had made 
clear that Britain would still not receive a PLO representative. 

But official sources said a Palestinian figure in sympathy with the 
PLO might participate. 

The Moroccan news agency MAP said that in Rabat Sunday For- 
eign Minister Mohammad Boucetta and British Ambassador John 
Cambridge discussed the mission's trip to London to confer with 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher. 

The visit was last scheduled for Feb. 7 and 8 but was called off at 
Morocco’s request for domestic reasons which were not explained. 

On three previous occasions it was postponed because of Mrs. 
Thatcher's objections to the inclusion of a PLO representative. 




SALE 


SCANDINAVIAN 
SHOW ROOM 


SITTING, LIVING, DINING, BEDROOM, AND Ch 
LDREN ROOM. 

STARTING SATURDAY FEBRUARY 17. 

- FOR 10 DAYS ONLY - 

Civil Defence St., opposite the Holiday inn 
Tel. 663890 
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Anorexia Nervosa: Illness that must be taken seriously 






By Ronald Clarke 

LOS ANGELES (R) — In the 
film world Anorexia Nervosa is 
known as “stars' disease." the sla- 
vish devotion to the cameras and 
the public that turns would- be act- 
resses into 80-pound (36 kilogram 
walking skeletons. 

■■ It ail begins with a desire to be 
thin. Cultural pressures are on 
women in this image-conscious, 
weight-conscious city to be thin," 
Dr. Joel Yager, director of an 
eating-disorder clinic in Los Ang- 
eles. said. 

His patients at his clinic, part of 
the University of California in Los 
Angeles, include not only act- 
resses. but fashion models, dan- 
cers and gymnasts. 

Anorexia Nervosa turns dieting 
into a tragic obsession, when even 
emaciated victims feel they must 
iose more weight. 

The latest victim to be revealed 


is singer Karen Carpenter, of the 
brother-and-sister singing duo the 
Carpenters, who died in Los Ang- 
eles of an apparent, heart attack. 

Her personal manager, Jerry 
Weintraub, said Miss Carpenter, 
whose soft, clear voice helped sell 
more than S60 million worth of 
records, including "We've Only 
Just Begun" and “Close to You" 
had been treated for Anorexia 
Nervosa for the past 18 months. 

Dr. Yager said cardiac arrest 
was a major cause of death of peo- 
ple who have suffered from Ano- 
rexia Nervosa. 

Although the illness is known in 
Hollywood as “stars' disease.” 
doctors said "starlets' disease” 
would be a more accurate des- 
cription. 

Teen-aged girls and women 
under 24 are the most frequent 
patients, often actresses and dan- 
cers seeking attention in the world 
of “cattle calls” — mass auditions 


for bit parts. 

Cherry Boone O' NeilL eldest of 
the four daughters of singer Pat 
Boone, described in a book on her 
battle with Anorexia pills and lax- 
atives. 

Miss O'Neill. 28. who said she 
was pronounced cured in 1979 
after starting to diet as a teenager, 
said her weight had at one time 
dropped to 36 kilograms. 

She said of Miss. Carpenter: 
“She wDl not have died in vain if 
people start taking Anorexia Ner- 
vosa seriously now. 

"Just like alcoholics, there isn't 
a whole lot you can do for a suf- 
ferer unless they accept that they 
need help.” 

Debby Boone, singing daughter 
of the family, said her sister, who 
lives at Bothell. Washington. 24 
kilometers north of Seattle, had 
done two things to help become 
cured. 

“She went to a Christian psy- 


chologist and moved away from 
Los Angeles so she could reverse 
her bad eating habits.” Miss. 
Boone said. 

“Ten years ago. Anorexia Ner- 
vosa was a rich women's disease.” 
he said. “Patients came from Bev- 
erly Hills and other affluent sec- 
tions of the city. 

“But now middle class women, 
also want to be thin. The illness is 
spreading to them.” 

Doctors say the typical victim of 
Anorexia Nervosa in Los Angeles 
is a young, successful, ambitious 
and attractive woman. 

Dr. Yager said studies had 
shown between five and 10 per 
cent of sufferers would be dead 
within five to 10 years. 

"The heart becomes very ine- 
fficient under conditions of Ano- 
rexia Nervosa." Dr. Yager said. 

“Between 30 and 50 per cent of 
the sufferers will eventually bec- 


ome members of the binge-and- 
purge syndrome.” he added. 
“These are the people who eat a 
lot and then vomit. 

“They gain weight, but they are 
still abusing their bodies,” he said. 

Doctors said in long-term cases, 
people began ‘"autodigesting,” in 
which the body began feeding on 
its protein store. 

Friends said they felt Miss. Car- 
penter had overcome the effects of 
Anorexia Nervosa when she died. 

Musician Herb Alpert, of the 
Tijuana Brass Sound, who had 
helped Karen and Richard Car- 
penter in their careers, said they 
were preparing for another album 
and were talking of a concert tour 
when she died. 

“She was on the upside,” he 
said. “That is what made the 
whole thing so tragic ” 




Kangaroo hunters ‘must shoot straight’ 


By Brian Timms 

Reuter 

SYDNEY — Australian kangaroo 
hunters have been told for the first 
time that if they do not shoot str- 
aight and avoid causing suffering, 
they could go to jail 

The warnings are being issued 
along with hunting licences in the 
state of Queensland as another 
controversial kangaroo hunting 
season gets under way. 

Three million kangaroos have 
been officially allocated for sla- 
ughter throughout Australia this, 
year, despite warnings that they 
could become extinct. 

The federal government dis- 
agrees with conservationists on 
this, pointing out that there are at 
least 35 million kangaroos, more 
than double the human pop- 
ulation. 


Professional hunters and far- 
mers given licences to kill usually 
operate at night, pin-pointing vic- 
tims with a beam of light from a 
truck. 

Australia exported 1.8 million 
kilogrammes of kangaroo meat 
last year, most ds pet food but 
some for h uman consumption in 
Japan, Hong Kong, South Africa 
and Switzetiand. 

A government official said the 
meat is rich, has a high protein 
content and is subject to stringent 
hygiene control. 

Prqfessor Peter Singer, cha- 
irman of the Australian Fed- 
eration of Animal Societies, des- 
cribed the licence to kill policy as 
an uncontrolled sham. 

• “How can there be such .a pro- 
gramme when the numbers of 
kangaroos lolled illegally is equal 
to the legal kfil and for all we know 
may greatly exceed it,” he said. 


Farmers must obtain a state ifc. 
ence to kill kangaroos ravaging 
their crops. Professional hunter 
also ueed a licence and must pay 
about 1 5 cents ( 14 U.S.) each for 
small plastic tags which they have 
to attach to every carcass sold u> 
wholesalers. 

The professionals have every 
reason to heed the “shoot 
aight” warning. 

The state of Victoria has ban- 
ned commercial killing and now 
grants licences only to fanners suf- 
fering bad crop damage. It hopes 
that other states will follow. 

The current drought, the worst 
this century, has also killed off 
many kangaroos. A reduced pop- 
ulation is expected when the off- 
icial count is taken in June, though 
wildlife department officials said 
breeding would soon restore the 
□umbers. 

In some parts, kangaroos out- 
number sheep four to one. 



HOTELS 


TRANSPORTATION 


RESTAURANTS 



One of the best 
hotels in Amman 
THE 

AMBASSADOR 


SAB ASTI A 
RESTAURANT 
KOREAN 
JAPANESE 
CHINESE 
EUROPEAN 
| FOOD 

Tel. 6651 6T 62/63 
Ext. 93 


CLEARANCE ' 

SHIPPING"- TRAVEL S TOURISM 
AIR FREIGHT -PACKING 


Travel & Tourism 


GENERAL SALES AGENTS FOR: 
SAS SCANDINAVIAN AIRLINES. 
THAI AIRWAYS 

Tel. 37195, 22324-5-6-7.8-9 
Tlx. 21212, 21520, 21534 
P.O. Box: 7806, AMMAN 


4 


RENT-A-CAR J 

short 
'ft long 
term 

Tel. 44579-43515 

Cameo Hotel 


Amunro most experienced hotel . , 
HOTEl^WKWIVTFk’lC'VTIVfVTU 

Buffet Lunch at 

CQCWN 

botivto 

• Sundays & Friday's 

For Reservation 41361.5 




miLRDELFHiR 
•N0TEL 

4 STAR HOTEL 
92 ROOMS 
DISCO 

SWIMING POOL 
COFFEE SHOP 

A 
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Hotel Jerusalem 
Interncfioncl Metre 

* Luncheon Buffet 

Every FRIDAY & SUNDAY 

Tel. 665121/8 
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CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

WORLDWIDE 

Specialistsinlocal & international 
removals 

shipping & forwarding (air, land, sea) 
* storage ‘packing ‘crating 
•clearing ‘door-to-door service 

CROWN INTERNATIONAL EST. 
Amman • Jabai Hussein - Firas Circle 
TeL 604090 Tlx. 22205 BESMCO JO 
Aqaba Tal. 5778 


Daily Luncheon Buffet 


call: Jordan Press Foundation 
Tel. 667171 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


THE 

INTERCONTINENTAL 

HOTEL 

CONTACT LENS 
CENTER 

EYES EXAMINED 
CONTACT LENSES 

Seven days a week 

Amman, Tal. 42043 


^an fio'ck^otel 


ABSOLUTELY 

L’V The Best 
jRfcJ Optician 
^ w in Town 
Optikos 

Intercontinental Hotel 

\ 

Moderate Prices 
Same Day Delivery 

TeL 42043 



MANDARIN CHINESE RESTAURANT 

AMMAN AND AQABA 

Offer typical Chinese Mandarin cuisines and take away 
For quick lunch: 1 soup 1 main dish, 

1 rice 1 tea or soft drink JD 2 

Fully airconditioned 

Amman AQABA 

Tel. 661 922 P.0. Box 9676 TeL 4633 P;0 - Box 598 

Wadi Saqra Road M A T"^ R °!? , 

Near Holiday Inn Hotel Near * he Ma _ ,n C,rcle 


OMERO 


The Italian Restaurant 

12:30 — 3:30 
6:30 — midnight 1 

Jabai Amnian,_3rd Circle 

tel: 44227 

Closed on Mondays 


Stop Here Once ... 

& You T1 Come Jfgain 

Abu Nawvras Bar 


Happy Hour < 
From 7 to 8 P- m 
Drinks half price 


Restaurant i 

4 P TAIWAN % 
TOURISTTO 


Opp. Akilah Maternity Hos- 
pital, 3rd Circle, Jabai 
Amman, Tel. 41093. 

Try our special "FLAMING 
POT' fondue or Peking Duck 
on your next visit Take-Away 
orders welcome. 

Welcome & Thank you. 



Hala Inn Hotel. JahaL Amman 
. Near Khafidi Hospital 

Tel. 43106, 43856 . 


RESTAURANT CHINA 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabai Amman, 
•near Ahlryyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 --&30 pan. 

6:30 p.m. - MMnlglvt 

Tel. 38968 



Morel Jerusc/em 
In/erncr/onc/ Mef/o 

Luncheon Buffet 

Every FRIDAY & SUNDAY 

Tel 665121/8 


AQABA 


Miramar 

Hotel 



New ?? New ?? 

Oriental Restaurant 
Korean- Japanese- Chinese 
Best food 
you ever taste / 

Aqaba, Tel. 4339/41 
TLX 62275 JO 




for 

membership 
At the Holiday Inn, 
Aqaba 

TENNIS COURT 



iSSlTOi 


ABOVE HOMAM 
SUPERMARKET 


The first and best >, t | aqwat heater 

Chinese restaurant fil 

in Aqaba. Take-away ^ ljL 

service available. f mman T~T 

Open daily 11:30 — 3:30 If ' “““HP 

6:30 — 11.00 p.m. Tel. 4415 ■ 


OPTIKOS. SHAM I 

OPTOMETRISTS 

. Aqaba, Tel. 4446 


O.D, ^ujLLjl 

***** Cm>jmL)I 

Htl. ■**> 


THE AQABA AQUAMARINA 
HOTEL-CLUB ‘ 

OFFERS YOU ON THE BEACH FLOOR 
A SPECIAL OFFER 

SWGLE ROOM: JO 7.500 
REGULAR PRICE: JD 14.280 
DOUBLE ROOM: JD 9.000 
‘ REGULAR PRICE: JD 17.640 „ 

ALL ROOMS WITH T.V., MINI BAR 
& VIDEO (TILL 2 AM.) 
l 

THE ONLY PLACE WHERE YOU CAN 
I ENJOY ALL WATER SPORTS 
j AGTTVmES. 

] ‘ ran MORE informations an* 

1 RESERVATIONS PLEASE DO CALL 
US* TEL. 4333/4/SIS TLX* 62249 
I . AQ HAMA JO. 
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Swiss delegation 
holds 



with 


NCC committees 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The visiting 
Swiss economic delegation tailed 
at the National Consultative Cou- 
ncil fNCC) Sunday and held talks 
with the NCCs financial and eco- 
nomic committees . on - financial 
and trade relations between the 
two countries. 

During the meeting the Swiss 
delegation said it wanted to pro- 
mote trade between the two and 
offered to increase Switzerland's 
imports of Jordanian products.' 
The delegation members also 
promised- to urge their gov- 
ernment to offer Jordanian capital 
and technical aid to expand bil- 


ateral cooperation in tourism and 
technical affairs and .to launch 
joint industrial ventures. 


The Swiss delegation, led by the 
Under Secretary for International 
Economic Affairs "at die Federal 
Ministry of Economy. Amb- 
assador Benedict von Tschamer, 
are scheduled to arrive jn Aqaba 
Monday for a visit to the Jordan 
Fertiliser Industry Company and 
the port of Aqaba, taking in a visit 
to Petra on the way. The del- 
egation, which arrived Jn Amman 
Saturday, will leave for Syria Tue- 
sday-- . 


The Swiss economic delegation meets with members of the NCC’s finance committee Sunday (Petra 
photo) 


Swedish parliamentary 


team to visit Amman 

By a staff reporter 


AMMAN — A Swedish Par- 
liamentary delegation will arrive 
in Amman Tuesday, an official at 
the Swedish embassy in Amman 
said Sunday. 

The Swedish delegation will inc- 
lude two members of parliament. 
Mr. Svensson and Mr. Jadestig, 
who are members of the Christian 
group within the Social Dem- 
ocratic Party referred to as the 
Brotherhood Movement. 

The third member of the del- 
egation is Mr. Billinger who is the 
editor-in-chief of a Swedish mae- 


azine ' published by 
iherhood Movement" 


the Bro- 


The delegation will arrive on a 
one day visit to Amman on the 
invitation of United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Pal- 
estinian Refugees (UNRWA), 
and will then leave for Lebanon. 


While in Jordan, the delegation 
will visit the Palestinian refugee 
camps in Jordan and may possibly 
meet members of the Jordanian 
cabinet. The delegation will come 
to Jordan across the King Hussein 
Bridge at the end of their visit to.- 
the West Bank. 


Military court imposes big sentences 


on four convicted of violent robberies 


AMMAN (Petra) — Four Jor- 
danians have received sentences 
•ranging from between 10 and 20 
years imprisonment with hard 
labour for acts of robbery and att- 
empts of murder from the military 
court. 

The sentences, which were end- 
orsed Sunday by the Military 
Governor, were passed on Harbi 
A1 Batikha, who will be jailed for 
15 years, and Musa Yusef. who 
will receive 20 years, for con- 
spiring to commit murder and to 


steal the property of their victims. 
They were also found guilty of att- 
empted a murder and possessing 
unlicensed weapons. Omar Sha- 
hin will be jailed for 10 wars and 
Saleh Hamdan for 15 years for 
attempted murder and acts of 
robbery. 

According to a military court 
statement, the four had last year 
committed several acts of burglary 
in houses in the district of the Ort- 
hodox Club, Al Rashid. AI Shm- 
eisani and Al Jabal Al Akhdar. 


They wore also said to hate fired 
at a woman and injured her as she 
was shouting for heip. 


Also it was announced that the 
following persons w ill be jailed for 
seven years with hard labour for 
being members of an armed gang 
that committed acts of armed rob- 
bery on petrol stations in Zarqa: 
Qasetn. Falah. Admin Salameh 
Mohammad. Rizk Abdul Fattah 
Hassan. Mohammad Ahmad J ab- 
ater and Omar Hassan Saleh. 



A3 10 Airbus makes demonstration 


flight from Amman Airport Sunday 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A dera-. 
onstration flight of the A3 10 Air- 
bus took off from Amman Airport 
Sunday to fly to Aqaba and back 
but without landing at Aqaba Air- 
port. 

■ The A3 10. the latest aircraft to 
be produced by the Airbus Ind- 


eduled to visit. In addition to Jor- 
dan. the aircraft will also fly to 
North Yemen, Kuwait. Bahrain. 
Oman, the United Arab Emirates. 
Qatar. South Korea and Japan. 

Alia, the Royal Jordanian Air- 
line. is considered a possible cus- 
tomer as it is a fast growing airline 


usrie. arrived in Amman Friday jp^.with a fleet at present consisting of 


The A310 aircraft Which Sunday took off from Amman Airport on a 
demonstration flight (Jordan Times photo) 


-the course oL a.-17-day dem- 
onstration tour of the Middle East 
and the Far East. 

The manufacturers’ aim during 
the demonstrations is to promote 
the sales of the new aircraft in the 
nine countries the aircraft is sch- 


only Boeing and TriStar aircrafts. 
Supervising the take off and lan- 
ding from Amman was Alia's Cha- 
irman of the Board of Directors 
and President Ali Ghandour. 

Before the flight the aircraft's 
crew briefed the passengers on the 


A3 10‘s efficiency and qualities. 
Aboard the twin-engine aircraft 
was the Civil Aviation Authority 
director. Commander of the Jor 
daman Air Force, director of Arab 
Wings, the Ministry of Inf- 
ormation Under-Secretary, sev- 
eral European ambassadors to 
Jordan and a number of local and 
foreign journalists. • 


Accompanying the A310 to 
Amman were top Airbus Ind- 
ustrie officials led by its President 
Bernard Lathiere and Executive 
Vice-President Roger B'eteille. 


Hayes’ wild, abstract watercolours contrast to his gentler pencil portraits 


By Meg Abo Hamdan 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Ranging from very 
literal tight drawings to wild alm- 
ost uncontrolled abstracts in a var- 
iety of media, the work of Stephen 
Hayes, now on show at the Ame- 
rican Centre, looks like it has been 
produced not by one but by sev- 
eral different artists. This young 
American painter’s versatility in 
fact stems from a desire to find a 
new way of expressing himself, 
having grown tired of the pencil 
portraiture which he concentrated 
on, almost exclusively, during his 
studies al Wisconsin University. 

The disenchantment with his 


pencil which he wielded with imp- 
ressive ability, began last year 
when the artist was living in Cyp- 
rus. He discovered that he was 
gainin g little satisfaction from the 
type of work he was being com- 
missioned to do— a sample of 
which is the enchanting portrait of 
the small boy with the orange— so 
he turned to watercolours (for 
Hayes a brand new medium and to 
oils (with which he was slightly 
more familiar) in order to catch 
the essence of the 1 u mi no us rolling 
green oountryside he saw around 
him. Moving to Jordan in the Aut- 
umn of 1982, where he now tea- 
ches 'ait at the Yarmouk Uni- 
versity, brought about another 


portrait' in Hayes' work- Over 
the last few months his work has 
become increasingly more abs- 
tract, often spontaneous in the 
extreme, and it seems as if Hayes 


ART REVIEW 







P On -the occasion of The European Community. Stmng Fesuv8l. under me 
Patronage of H.R.H Crown Prince Hassan B*i Tala*, the Commission of the 
European Comrnunrties hereby announces to all students in Secondary 
I Schoolsln Jordan an 


ESSAY COMPETITION 


on the subject of 


■ JORDAN AND ITS RELATIONSHIP WITH EUROPE 
THROUGH THE YEARS 

The prae of the competition is a scholarship for two years study at the United 
World CoHege of the Adnahc in Duirw near Trieste. Italy, leading » the Inter- 
national Baccalaureate Diploma. This scholarship includes ali educational 
costs, living costs and one return trip Amman- Trieste 



ConMom: 

The competition is open to all students of Jordanian nauonaihv m Secondary 
Schools in Jordan, being I B to 1 S years of age. The essay should be written 
■none of me official languages ©1 the European Communities and sent to the 
Delegation of tne Commission of the European Communities in Amman. P.O. 
Box 926794, before 5 March 1 983. 

it Should be accompanied by a mgswation tom, wtveh is available from the 
headmaster of each school, and which must be filled m by the student and die 

headmaster. 


The Delegation of the Commission 
■of the European Communities in 
Amman 


T. C.'O’SuBivon 
DELEGATE 


is now looking for another very 
different style one in which he is 
.free from the restraints and res- 
trictions imposed by the very lit- 
eral drawings in pencil. 

These latter however, as to be 
expected since Hayes has spent 
many years perfecting his tec- 
hnique, remain his best work to 
date. The off-centre placement of 
his figures, the way they seem to 
grow from the bottom of the page 
makes his portraits more real. He 
brings them closer to the viewer 
and we see them as we see other 
more tangible people-heads and 
torsos only. (A positive effort is 
needed to take in unimportant - 
details such as feet and legs). Then 
with dextrous use of pencil and 
rubber Hayes catches, even tho- 
ugh he only has the black of the 
lead and the white of the paper at 
his disposal the soft hazy lights of 
lustrous hair, the sheen of skin and 


the gleam of eyes through which 
he conveys his sitter's character. 
By leaving the background empty 
and the clothes as outlines he gives 
his figures further importance. 
Hayes' small still life objects, 
drawn in lonely isolation, are also 
full of light which gives them their 
depth and solidity. 

The artist's more recent pencil 
drawings- in line with the more 
carefree looser nature of his later 
works, are much more sketch-like 
to the point of almost being car- 
toons. For his own pleasure, 
Hayes has illustrated scenes from 
Raymond Chandler’s thriller 
’•Playback”, and in these drawings 
he manages to convey effectively 
the seedy characters, the sordid 
events and the subtle wit so cha- 
racteristic of Chandler's fiction. 
Clever touches are the tiles on the 
cafe floor, the clouded glass win- 
dows behind which murky figures 
in trilbies lurk and the striking ver- 

ticality that surrounds the hanging 
man giving its horror a potent 
force. 

In trying to capture something 
essentially Jordanian Hayes has 
used old bills covered with scr- 
awled Arabic numerals in red and 
blue inks, cut up photographs of 
the stacked earthenware pottery 


FOR SALE 


PEUGOT 204 Saloon - Duty paid, 55,000 Kid only, very 
good condition. Fitted Stereo radio/tape player English 
lady-owner leaving Amman. 


JD 1300 TELEPHONE 815671 


along with other brightly coloured 
pieces of paper in his collages. 
What he has achieved however is 
not so much. Jordanian as really 
appealing Scwitter-like abstract 
collages where the overlapping 
geometric forms, the squares of 
canary yellow, the strips of blue 
dotted with white, form patterns 
within patterns rich with bold pri- 
mary colours. 

Carefully crafted in a palette of 
soft sap greens, gentle browns 
and ochres, Hayes' watercolours 
depict the open tree dad hDls of 
Cyprus in the familiar and tra- 
ditional manner of the media. 
These kinds of painrings have a 
universal appeal and Hayes’ are 
no exception— everyone gra- 
vitating especially to the small 
paintings of shady trees standing 
deep in the flower spotted grass. 
But after further time with his 
work one comes to realise that his 
Jater wilder, more abstract wat- 
ercolours of Jordan, whose hills 
are either splattered with watery 
blues giving the feeling of seeing 
them through car windows in the 
driving rain or painted in fierce 
pinks, purples and blues, are more 
original, fresh and exciting and 
therefore ultimately more sat- 
isfying. 

Although there is still a long 
way to go with these exuberant 
and forceful works, they are per- 
haps the direction Hayes should 
follow. Serious and dedicated. 
Hayes is an artist with a great deal 
of potential and there will be more 
good and valid an’ forthcoming 
from him in the future. 

All the work is for sale. The exh- 
ibition runs until Feb. 28. 


rTHE 


BRITISH COUNCIL 


Enquiries 

about 

EDUCATION IN BRITAIN 
The British Council announces that from Saturday 19th 
February MISS AFIFEH AMIREH, Education Assistant, 
will be available to answer enquiries about education in 
Britain between the hours of 8.30 a.m. — 1.30 p.ra. Sat- 
1 urdays — Tuesdays inclusive, and not on Wednesdays or 
Thursdays. . . - 





Adverse weather conditio 




iiliS 


to go on for next 24 hours 


By Afifah A. KaJoti 

Special to the Jordan ’nines 


AMMAN — The weatherman says the snow storm 
which has hit Jordan will not Improve in the next 24 . 
hours, and hence the prevailing weather conditions 
will remain the same. 


The depression positioned over 
non hem Cyprus is still affecting 
Jordan, an official from the met- 
eorological department said Sun- 
day. 

The depression, he added, con- 
tains a cold air mass which means 
that it will be cold, cloudy and 
rainy with snow falls on hilly areas. 
"Surface wind will be westerly and 
fresh, and the temperature will be 
a maximum of 5°C. and a min- 
imum of CPC", he said. 

The Amman Governor. Yahya 
Al Mosali, said that the dep- 
artments of Public Security. Civil 
Defence, and Public . Works, as 
well as the Amman Municipality 
and the armed forces have coo- 
perated together to clear blocked 
roads and to help people stranded 
by the blizzards. 

He pointed out that np major 
car accidents have occurred, but 
that minor ones had taken place 
due to adverse road conditions. 

Mr. Al Mosali said that traffic 


problems during the past two days 
had occurred because of drivers' 
disregard for even the most basic 
traffic regulation. 

An official from the Public Sec- 
urity- Department said that cars 
overtaking had in particular exa- 
cerbated traffic jams and the smo- 
oth flow of traffic. Electric cables 
had also been damaged by stormy 
winds, an official from the Electric 
Power Company said Sunday. He 
added that the company were 
handling this matter in coo- 
peration with the Department of 
Civil Defence. 

The company warned people 
not to touch any damaged wires 
and urged the public to call the 
Civil Defence if they should dis- 
cover cables in a dangerous state. 

The impact of the weather in • 
general on agriculture in Jordan 
since last November has been very 
positive, according to Agriculture 
Under-Secretary Salem A l Lawzi. 
He told the Jordan Times that the 


large amounts of rainwater which 
has fallen will ensure a very good 
agricultural output similar to'that 
of I ¥7o so. 

Dr. Lawzi said that the snow 
and rain would greatly increase 
underground water which is used 
through artesian wells and springs. 
"The snow in particular is abs- 
orbed gradually by the soil ena- 
bling the water to reach deep into 
the ground.'" Dr. Lawzi added- 

He said that the water. .which 
flows to the artificial lal'.y behind 
the King Talal Dam near Jcrar-h. 
wjll certainly raise the level of 
water stored there for irrigation in 
the dry season. The rain, which 
has fallen in Jordan, is especially 
important for cereals crops 
like wheat and barley while late 
rains will be beneficial to summer 
crops and the various kinds of 
vegetables. Dr. Lawzi explained. 

He added that rhe r:« in i> also 
very important t» pasture land and 
thet-efore is of benefit to animals 
and livestock. Dr. Lawzi caibdon 
all farmers to plant sum T.-.-r crops 
and vegetables as the s;»»t is now 
fully saturated with water. 

If was announced by the Min- 
istry of Education and the Pre- 
sident of the University of Jordan, 
intermediate colleges ail sch- 
ools will be dosed Mor.dav. 


Arab World, Interpol 
to coordinate moves 


against drug smuggling 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
secretary-general of the Int- 
ernational Arab Organisation for 
Social Defence against Crime. 
Brig. Yusef Gharaibeh. returned 
to Amman Saturday after att- 
ending the U.N. narcotics com- 
mittee meetings in Geneva. 

During his two-week stay in 
Geneva. Brig. Gharaibeh said he 
met Interpol officials to study 
ways of bolstering cooperation 
between the Arab police and Int- 
erpol in combating the smuggling 
and use of narcotics. He also met 
the U.N. narcotics division head 
and discussed the prospect of sen- 
ding Arab police officers on spe- 
cialised criminal investigation 
courses with special emphasis on 
the use of laboratory techniques. 

Brig. Gharaibeh said that he 


had invited U.N. narcotics experts 
to visit the Arab World to help it 
promote its narcotics bureau. 


According to Brig. Gharaibeh. 
representatives of 3ir nations took 
part in the committee meetings 
and 37 other countries sent obs-' 
ervers. 


The International Arab Org- 
anisation for Social Defence aga- 
inst Crime was established by the 
Arab League in 1 ‘'65 to study the 
causes of crime and ways. of pun- 
ishing and rehabilitating the cri- 
minals. The Amman-based org- 
anisation consists of three bur- 
eaux: International Arab Bureau 
for Narcotics. International Arab 
Bureau for Prevention of Crime 
and International Arab Bureau of 
Criminal Police. 


Transpci 
Ministry 
sets new 
bus fares 




AMMAN (Petra/ — A >iJieT.cr.i 
issued by the Minister .••? \ ra- 
nspon* office Sunday fixed the 
bus fares in 1<» districts of Amman 
at 5U fils. These districts are: Al 
Wahdat. Jabal Amman. Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Al Hussein camp. 
Jabal Hussein. Jabal Nuzhu. Jabal 
Qusur. Jabal Marrikh. Jab.il Ntaif 
and Ashrafieh. 

The statement also fixe J the bus 
fare rate for three suburbs at I OH 
fils. These are Customs. Abu Ala- 
nda and the Finance Employees 
Housing Estate. The fart"- •• iii be 
enforced from March M. , .n; • 
tement said. 


The only direct flight 


BEIRUT - NEW YORK 


Now we can take you all the way to New York in our 
luxurious 747's, offering for your convenience three 
alternatives: First Class ( with sleeperettes). Cedar 
Class and Economy Class. Our new service • departs 
Beirut at 13:10 hours every Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday. The return flights are scheduled on Wed- 
nesday, Friday and Sunday. 


by MEA 


Effective March 1st, 1983 


At Kennedy Airport {New York), the American Air- 
lines terminal offers excellent direct connections with 
domestic flights in the USA. 


For your reservations, please contact your l AT A 
Travel Agent or the nearest MEA Sales Office. 


He Pans 



For further information, please contact: 

MEA Sales Office 

King Hussein Street - Tel. 36104, 36105, 36106 

Airport Office - Tel. 93104 
or your I AT A travel agent. 
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!N 1945, after the end of World War II, Europe lay 
in ruins. German production was only 33 per cent of 
pre-war figures, French industrial production was 
halved. Twenty-two per cent of German bousing 
was but hoops of rubble. Britain was practically 
bankrupt. Thirty-five years later. West Germany is 
the strongest economic power in Europe and one of 
the strongest in the world. Already in the 1950s, the 
werid talked about the German wonder. And it was 
a wonder not oniy for West Germany but for the 
whole of Europe. 

What were the underlying reasons for this won- 
der? European thrift? Maybe, but only to some 
extent. The receipt was for massive economic aid 
from the U.S., a financial stream which in a record 
time put the European economy back on its 
fee'-soraeJfciog the patchwork, piecemeal aid 
variicr contemplated would have never done. 

The Marshall plan cured Europe. Today most of 
the Third World has economies in rubbles, not by 
conventional war but because of a merciless eco- 
nomic war between giants. The small economies lose 
out because of lack of competitiveness or they bec- 
ome the battleground for others. In many wars in 
old times, some countries served as “blood banks", 
either for troops or money. Today, the Third World 
is, in many cases, the blood bank. At the cost of their 
own self-sufficiency in. for example, grains, it bec- 
omes the greenhouse for the rich worlds luxury con- 
sumption. Well known examples are pineapple pro- 
duction in Kenya or coffee and cocoa production in 
co;m tries where scarce land should be used for local 
staple food for a starving population. 

But the economic war has also hurt developing 
economies in other ways. A heavy dependence on 


imported energy quickly erodes the export earnings 
of many Third World countries. Fluctuations in 
commodity prices, decided upon by a handflil of big 
companies, jeopardise the economies of the many 
one-commodity exporting countries. They need 
help. And as was the case of Europe after World 
War □ they need massive transfers of economic 
resources. They need it to change a one-commodity 
export structure, to change a dangerous dependence 
on imported energy and to shake off the yoke of 
economic 20th Century colonialism. 

The need for effective help for 'the ailing Third 
World economy has for many years been discussed 
within the U.N., the IMF, the World Bank and other 
fora including the Brandt commission. Until only a 
short while ago, discussions went without much suc- 
cess due to unwillingness from the big economic 
powers, including some of those European countries 
which received Marshall aid. This, however, seems 
to be changing. The reasons behind the change are 
not uninteresting, but should not be used as weapons 
in the debate. And we can congratulate the big eco- 
nomic powers for having finally understood the fact 
of interdependence in world economy. 

As has also been concluded by the Brandt com- 
mission, the developing economies need these mas- 
sive transfers of resources now to save not only tbeir 
own economies but the world economy as well. The 
decision taken by the IMF last week to raise its 
lending capacity is a step in tbe right direction. We 
can only hope that the U.S. Congress— which does 
not seem to sec the link to their own economy — 
realises that the Third World is not Europe, but is 
equally important for the survival of the whole 
world economy. 


JORDAN’S ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra'i: Washington must defend its credibility 


The Lebanese- Israeli- American talks have not 
proved effective yet, and little progress seems to 
have been made despite U.S. Special Envoy Philip 
Habib’s partial participation in the talks. This pre- 
sent situation only proves that Israel is still capable 
of asserting itself, and that no real American pre- 
ssure has been exerted on Israel to withdraw its 
forces from Lebanon, which is an indispensible pre- 
requisite for solving Lire Palestinian problem. Ame- 
rica's present very lenient attitude towards Israel s 


adventurism is, it is feared, characteristic of Was- 
hington’s whole outlook towards the conflict in the 
region. Israel of course is concerned to enhance this 
and further to damage U.S. credibility so that any 
chance of implementing the proposed Reagan 
peace plan will disappear. 

It is in turn in the U.S.’s interest to defend its , 
credibility; and the first step towards that starts in 
Lebanon, which could still open the way for a just 
and comprehensive peace in the whole region. 


Al Dustour: Yugoslavia, Jordan find common ground on Mideast 


The friendly relations between Jordan and Yug- 
oslavia made the talks between His Majesty King 
Hussein and the Yugoslav leaders exceptionally 
constructive. The two sides expressed their deep 
concern over the dangerous situation in the Middle 
East, and the threat to world peace this situation 
poses. 

The Palestinian problem and the Iran-Iraq war 
inevitably were at the centre of these talks. The 
necessity of putting an end to Israel’s aggressive 
policies was reiterated by the Yugoslav side, an 


attitude characteristic of the Yugoslav approach to 
the Middle East conflict Israel’s expansionist pol- 
icies were invariably condemned by the late Pre- 
sident Tito, and a similar stand has been stressed by 
the present Yugoslav leadership. 

The Jordanian and Yugoslav sides in the talks 
stressed the need to end the Iran-Iraq war. the 
continuance of which is in nobody’s interest except 
those colonial and neo-colonial world forces who 
have always acted against tbe interests of the dev- 
eloping nations. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Democratic debate characterises PNC debates 


The Palestine National Council (PNC) debate ref- 
lects the democratic nature of the decision-making 
process operated by the representatives of the Pal- 
estinian people. Regardless of tbe fact that Fateh 
movement has a majority in the PNC that enables 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation (FLO) lea- 
der Yasser Arafat to enforce his moderate line, the 
hardliners and rejectionist in the PNC have still had 
their chance to express their views and present their 
romantic attitudes. 

The moderates in the PNC are obviously winning 
the day. and the first casualty at the Council, in the 


light of the Lebanon experience, has been the rej- 
ectionist “Steadfastness and Confrontation Front 1 ', 
which supported the Palestinians in words rather 
than deeds, as the PNC spokesman pointed out. 
The great concern for the occupied Arab territories 
and their people has been abundantly expressed by 
members of the PNC. The majority of the rep- 
resentatives of the Palestinian people mean to saf- 
eguard an independent Palestinian decision- 
making mechanism, capable of seizing all political 
opportunities that avail themselves both at the 
Arab and international levels. 



By Robert Troutman 

Reuter 


to deploy the 108 Pershings and 
464 Cruises. 


WASHINGTON — Despite dev- 
elopment problems, deployment 
plans are still on schedule for the 
Pershing-2 and Cruise missiles, 
the U.S. weapons at the centre of 
the Geneva talks on reducing 
medium-range nuciear missiles in 
Europe. U.S officials say. 

The first Pershings are due to be 
positioned in West Germany in 
December and the first Cruise 
missiles in Britain and Italy at 
about the same time. 

The first Pershing test flight fai- 
led lost July and tite second last 
November was only a partial suc- 
cess. A third, last month, went, 
well and another last week app- 
eared normal, although a full ass- 
essment has not yet been made. 

Tile Cruise missile passed its' 
first six tests but failed the sev- 
enth. President Reagan has off- 
ered to cancel the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
plan to deploy 572 Pershings and 
Cruises in western Europe if the 
Soviet Union agrees to dismantle' 
some 600 medium-range SS-20s. 
SS- -5 5 . 


This in turn was rejected by tbe 
Reagan administration. Some raQ- 
itary experts say cutting back Per-‘ 
shing deployment may be a key to 
any agreement because, of the two 
U.S. missiles, the Pershing is the 
one Moscow fears more. 

But the Pershing is also the mis- 
sile which has had the most serious 
problems — so severe, in fact, that 
Congress last year withheld pro- 
duction funds until the troubles 
were ironed out. The Pershing-2’s‘ 
range of 1,700 km is twice that of 
■the Pershing- 1, which is .already 
based in West Germany, and it is 
10 limes more accurate. With that 
range and accuracy, it would give 
U.S. forces the ability to hit targets 
inside the Soviet Union within 
minutes of launching in West 
Germany, where all 108 are to be 
deployed. 

But the missile has had pro- 
blems almost from 1972 when 
new guidance systems were dev- 
ised to improve the accuracy of the 
old Pershing-1. 


.'•iiocs'.’u :«is roe-' 


Motor failure 


alls*. ro" proposal. In a 

counter offer, the Soviet Union, 
has said it would cut its missile 
force aimed at Western Europe to 
162, the number of missiles in the 
independent British and French 
forces, it NATO dropped ks plans 


One of the troubles with Per- 
shing was rocket motor failure. In 
the Pershing’s first test flight from 
Cape Canaveral,. Florida, last July 
22, the motor leaked fuel and the! 
missile had to be exploded shortly 1 
after launching. The second test 


flight, at the White Sands missile 
range in New Mexico, was oniy a 
partial success because the mis- 
sile's guidance system failed to 
meet all the goals set for it. 

After the successful test flight 
on January 21 at Cape Canaveral. 
U.S. army officials reiterated their 
conviction that Pershing dev- 
elopment was on schedule and 
deployment would go-ahead as 
planned. 

Compared with the Pershing, 
the Cruise missile is a success 
story. 

The Cruise has range of 2,500 
km but travels at the relatively 
slow speed erf about 800 kms an 
hour compared with the Per- 
shing’s supersonic speed. And alt- 
hough the Curise can skim as low 
as several metres from the ground 
and fly under present Soviet radar, 
Moscow is developing new def- 
ences which could make the U.S. 
missile vulnerable, military ana- 
lysts say. 

Development of the Cruise 
went ahead without setbacks until 
last December 1 7 when the missile 
-crashed some 30 seconds after 
launching during a test at the Utah 
test and training range. Officials 
arc still investigating the failure 
but are confident it will not delay 
deployment. 

A total of 96 Cruise will be pla- 
ced in West Germany and the oth- 
ers in Britain (160), Italy (112), 
and Belgium and the Netherlands 
(4S each). 


DE FACTONOMICS 


By T.'A. Jaber 



to the 



indebted 


The issue of external debt for 
the Third World has come in 
the last six months to the for- 
efront of the concerns of pol- 
itical and financial leaders in 
both developed and* dev- 
eloping countries. Never bef- 
ore in history has the threat to 
the financial and banking sys- 
tems been so widespread and 
frightening except perhaps in 
the great depression of the 
1930s. 

The external debt crisis has 
emerged in the seventies as an 
outcome of policies of about 25 
developing countries to borrow 
from the commercial banks 
and the eagerness of those 
banks to increase their profits 
through lending with little att- 
ention to the risks involved. 
Thus, developing countries 
borrowed from commercial 
banks alone, in addition to off- 
icial loans from developed 
countries and regional and int- 
ernational institutions, more 
than S400 billion, of which 35 
per cent were lent by banks in 
the United States. 

The OPEC countries rea- 
lised substantial surpluses in 
their current accounts which 
were deposited in b anks in the 
U.S. and Western Europe. The 


growth in the developing cou- 
ntries exports was promising 
which meant that these cou- 
ntries would be able to repay 
their debts without much dif- 
ficulty. 

However,' economic rec- 
ession which burdened the. 
world economy over the last 
three, years reduced int- 
ernational trade including exp- 
orts of the indebted countries. 
'Thus, countries like Mexico, 
Brazil, Argentina, Yugoslavia 
and others were not able even 
to service their foreign debts. If 
tbe International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and the major 
industrialised countries did not 
intervene, many indebted cou- 
ntries would have been dec- 
lared bankrupt which would 
threaten tbe world with a dis- 
astrous banking and financial 
crisis. 

What did the IMF do? It 
managed additional debts to 
the needy developing countries 
hoping that over a transitional 
■ period of two to three years 
from now, more favourable 
economic conditions will enh- 
ance their capacity to repay 
their debts. The IMF arranged 
last month a package loan to 
bail out Mexioo of $3.9 billion. 


In addition, commercial banks 
were pressed to lend $5 billion 
and industrial countries pro- 
vided export credit of $2 bil- 
lion. This brought external 
debts of Mexico to a total of 
close to $100 billion. 

Other similar arrangements 
are beifig worked out by the 
IMF, Xiong with these loans, 
the IMF requires certain pai- 
. nful changes in the economic 
policies of the indebted cou- 
ntries. They have to slow their 
economic growth, dampen 
domestic demand, cut back 
subsidies, depreciate their exc- 
hange rates and make better 
use of (he possible increased 
demand for their exports. ~ 

Resources of the IMF have 
been augmented this month by 
over 47 per cent, to bring them 
to a total $98.5 billion. This 
significant increase was raised 
more than ten years ago by the 
Third World and reiterated by 
the Brandt Commission in 
.1980. It enhances the role of 
the IMF to transfer short and 
medium term resources to 
those developing countries fac- 
ing balance of payments def- 
icits. Tbe IMF will be able to 
become closer to the concept of 
an international central bank 


which was conceived f forty 
years by Lord Keynes. 

More resources are gathered 

■ to rescue the world economy. 
The rich industrial countries 

; have provided $19 billion 
under the title “General Agr- 
eements to Borrow'’ whale 
Saudi Arabia contributed $15 
billion. 

While the enhanced role of 
the IMF in international fin- 
ance and debt management 
should be welcomed as well as 
tbe increased ■ contributions of 
tbe rich countries, serious que- 
stions on the possible outcomes 

■ of the foreign debt. problem 
• ' have yet to be settled. Is there a 

way to guide, if not control, the 
i credit policies of thousands of 
commercial banks to avoid 
excessive lending to certain 
developing countries? What 
did the heavily indebted cou- 

■ ntries'db with the huge sums 
- they had borrowed? What if 

these countries failed to repay 
their increased debts inspire of 
the recent rescue arr- 
angements? 

These and other questions 
have to be taken into con- 
siderations while r unnin g the 
risk of lending more to the hea- 
vily indebted countries. 


New boost in international funds 


By John Rogers 

Reuter 


help the West out of the recession. 


LONDON — A new boost in int- 
ernational funds for debt- ridden 
countries has heartened dev- 
elopment experts concerned 
about tbe Third World’s economic 
plight. 

But many saw the action by the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), designed to help richer 
developing countries burdened by 
big debts which threaten to cripple 
exposed Western banks, as “too 
little, too late.” 

It was notienough to tackle the 
morass of debt, low commodity 
prices and- stagnant or negative 
growth facing the bulk of poor 
Asian. African and Latin Ame- 
rican countries as a result of the 
world recession, they argued. 

in Washington last weekend,: 
tire IMF's policy-making interim 
coramirttfe approved a three-point 
plan to lift the Fund's lending res- 
ources to $99 billion from next 
year, including a 47.5 percent inc- 
rease in members’ contributions, 
called quotas. 

Bitter argument was expected 
in industrial countries, reeling 
from the recession but required to 
contribute most to the fund, as 
governments started seeking leg- 
islative approval for the higher 
quotas this week. 

In Washington, key , con- 
gressmen have said they do not 
like raising U.S. contributions at a 
time when nearly 12 million Ame- 
ricans are unemployed. But in a 
parallel debate, development 
experts are striving to convince 
politicians that policy changes and 
a bigger injection of resources to 
help the Third World will, in turn. 


The “development lobby’’ got 
fresh ammuni tion last week with 


publication of a new report by an 
influential international com- 
mission led by former West Ger- 
man Chancellor Willy Brandt. 

Lobbyists say more sweeping 
action is needed to help poor, 
nations— and so, by reviving 
trade, to expand export markets 
and help the staggering industrial 
economies. In finance, they want a 
doubling of IMF quotes and exp- 
ansion of its reserve assets, called 
Special Drawing Rights, to benefit; 
developing nations. 

More than 70 of tHfem have ser- 
ious debt burdens, albeit less chr- 
onic than those of industrialising 
giants like Mexico, Argentina and 
Brazil. Much more; aid should gq, 
to the poorest nations, they argue* 
with abigbpost iq^dpfpr pa$£3 
terra? loans foe.\Yor!d .Bank 5 #, 

. International Development Ass- 
ociation (IDA). 


Policy of diaster 


They want action by gov- 
ernments to stimulate the world 
economy and remove barriers to 
Third World products. 

Of special concern, they say, is 
the slump of recent years in com- 
modity prices, which cost dev- 
eloping countries a loss in export 
earnings of $21 billion from 1980 
to 1982, according to United Nat-- 
. ions figures. 

“Underdeveloping the Third 
World through trade and then 
lending it back some of the money 
on terms which further impoverish 
the poor in the Third World is a 
policy of disaster,” says . John 
Tanner of the World Dev- 


elopment Movement, Britain’s 
main Third World pressure group. - 

Adding its prestige to these arg- 
uments, the Brandt commission 
called for emergency action on 
•finance, trade, aid, food and ene- 
rgy to avert a world economic col- 
• lapse, followed by long-term tho- 
rough reform of the world fin- 
ancial system. 

Echoing opposition in the U.S„ 
Britain and other industrial cou- 
ntries to preoccupation with the 
war on inflation, the Com- 
mission’s report accused gov- 
ernments of “excessive con- 
centration on monetary control, 
often accompanied by perverse 
fiscal policies.” 

Brandt commissioners pride 
themselves on having alerted 
world opinion, in their first report 
iff. 1980, ,tq.. the ; jputual . dep? 
endence dftfie' industrial “.North” 
and deve!<^(nj* ‘‘South’’. The new 
report, was widely hailed as rei- 
nforced the message and pro- 
posing pragmatic measures. 

"What is lacking is the will 
among governments to see these 
things are done when they, ought 
to be done.” said former British 
Prime Minister Edward Heath, a 
Commission member. “Too little, 
too late is -tbe norm.” 


The Brandt commission wanted 
IMF quotas doubled at least Alt- 
hough British Chancellor of the 
Exchequer (Finance Minister) Sir 
Geoffrey Howe said the increase 
agreed in Washington represented 
“what is necessary, desirable and 
' feasible,” Mr. Heath, said it was 
inadequate - 

"But we ought to be glad they 
are at least moving”, he told Reu- 
ters. 


Tbe world economic crisis and 
development issues will be on tire 
agenda of several international 
conferences this year, and dev- 
elopment experts hope they will . 
prompt concerted action to get the 
world economy moving. 

At the Non-aligned summit in 
New Delhi next month, delegates 
from 97 countries, nearly all dev- 
eloping, will discuss ways off rev- 
iving the “North-South dialogue” 
on trade, aid and financ ial reform, 
stalled by the North’s pre- 
occupation with tbe recession. 

The seven leading industrial 
countries will re view the economic 
crisis at their annual summit in the 
U.S. in May, before a meeting in* 

, Belgrade in June of the U.N. Con- 
ference on Trade and Dev- 
. elopment (UNCTAD). 

Pressure could also build up for 
another special summit , to give 
political impetus to. foe dialogue, 
although the first, in 1981 at Can- 
cun,* Mexico, was unanimously 
viewed as disappointing^ In the 
meantime, there is scope for imp- 
roving the climate. The Brandt 
Commission advised developing 
nations to use persuasion, rather 
than strident confrontation, in 
dealing with the North, and to 
concentrade on specific proposals. 

Commissioners want to end the 
view in industrial countries that a 
stalemate in North-South neg- 
otiations, in which the Third 
■ Worid*s case is stalled, is V good 
■outcome. 

“There is no place for a zero 
option in the dialogue for world 
recovery,” says -Commonwealth 
Secretary- General Shridath^ 
Ramphal, borrowing the term for 
tire U.S. position in nuclear arms' 
control talks in Geneva. 



By Rodney Pinder 

Reuter 


MASERU — A sabotage raid on 
fuel facilities has thrust the remote 
mountain Kingdom of Lesotho 
once again to die front in the dan- 
gerous world of southern African 
politics. It is a prominent position 
that belies Lesotho’s physical sta- 
ture as one of the world's smaller 
nations, of about 30,000 square 
kilometres, the same size as Bel- 
gium. 

But little Lesotho is gaining the 
reputation of being foe mouse that 
roars in ■ Southern Africa. The 
impoverished enclave of 1.2 mil- 
lion people, many of them' hardy 
mountain horse men. Ties deep ins- 
ide South Africa — the farthest- 
flung outpost of independent 
black Africa It is surrounded by 
the white-ruled republic and alm- 
ost completely dependent on it for 
survival. 

Yet the more it suffers, the fie- 
rcer its oratory becomes. Lesotho 
has blamed rebels of the Lesotho 
Liberation Army (LLA), which it 
says is backed by South Africa, for 
the destruction of a fuel depot in 
Maseru and a resulting fire at a 
neighbouring steel factory. 

Pretoria rejects charges that it is 
allowing LLA rebels to operate 
with impunity from South African 
sofl. But Radio Lesotho said a 
helicopter had been seen dropping 
bombs during' last Sunday’s raid. 

A government spokesman acc- 
used South Africa of aiming at 
economic targets in Lesotho “as it / 
is doing in Angola and Moz- 
ambique” — foe major bat- 
tlegrounds of sub-Saharan Africa. 

Diminutive Lesotho's blunt 
speaking beneath the nose of 
South Africa, the biggest military 
and economic power on the con- 
tinent south of Egypt, frequently 
amazes the small diplomatic 
community in Maseru. One Wes- 
tern envoy said before foe latest 
attack that Prime Minister Leabua 
Jonathan's government should 
tone down its rhetoric and make 
friends with its giant neighbour. 
“Lesotho just suffered first 
major invasion by the Boers in 
100 years, and it may be setting 
itself up for another,” he said after 
a; devastating attack on, foe capital 
^‘j^pufo African commandos last 

Another had admiration for 
Maseru’s fiesty approach. “The 
government has principles and 
refuses to be bullied.” he raid. 

Pretoria said the dead in the 
December attack were members 
of foe African National Congress 
(ANC), which is pledged to ove- 
rthrow white rule in foe republic. 

Maseru said South African exi- 
les here were not allowed to eng- 
age in militar y activities and that 
12 of the victims were its own inn- 
ocent citizens. It was the first 
time South African troops had 
attacked since 1867 when forces 
from foe Orange Free State ove- 
rran most of the kingdom, forcing 
King Moshoeshoe the great, the 
great-great-great grandfather of 
the present monarch, to seek ref- 
uge within foe British empire. 
Lesotho became a British territory 
until independence in 1966. 

Even before the December att- 
ack, relations between Lesotho 
and the republic were det- 
eriorating. diplomats said. Chief' 
Jonathan has publicly and fre- _ 

1 quently accused South Africa of 
supporting foe Lesotho Lib- •• 
eration Array against him. 

Diplomats say foe LLA ope-.' 
rates from bases inside South Afr- 
ica — the border is ooly two kil- . - 
o metres away— and that foe rep- 
ublic at tbe very least turns a blind 
eye to LLA activities, which range" 
from haphazard mortar attacks to 
bombings and assassination. 

Pretoria counters that Lesotho 
is looking for scapegoats. Wha- 
tever foe explanation, the anti- 
■ South African tone of public sta- 
tements in Maseru has become 
increasingly strident. Chief Jon-, 
athan told representatives of 61 
nations and international aid age-; 
ncies at a conference here, last 
month foat“the Boers" werecoo^ 
ducting a regional campaign 
atrocities and destabIUsatk>a 
inst their independent black nei- 
ghbours. He described Lewtboas 
i Pretoria's unwilling hostage. 

The language, ftote cofl ‘ 
servative- Lesotho, astonished 
many at the conference. It echoed 
that frequently emanating 
the region’s radical Socialist states 
of Mozambique and Zimbabwe, 

who are aot as vulnerable to Sout . 

Africa as is Lesotho. Lesotho 
virtually an extension of the- 
African economy. Its shops au • 
businesses are South African br : - 
nches. 

A customs union between the, 

I countries provides 70 per cent of; 
‘government revenue. About haii; 
foe country’s male workers : 
in South African mines raw 


product. 
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‘The war begins’, says senior OPEC official 


; BAHRAIN (R) — Saudi Arabian 
and its Gulf alfies consulted on the 
'crisis in the world otl industry 
■' Monday as OPEC (Organisation of 

’ petroleum Exporting Countries) 
'prepared for. a pricing war tal- 
i'" - lowing the IS per cent price cot 

announced by Nigeria, a' key 

inember of the organisation. 

. Gulf Cooperation Council for- 
- gign ministers, holding a second 
day of talks in Riyadh, focussed on 
.the new threat to OPEC posed by 
the overnight Nigerian cut of 
. .S5-5G a barrel, officials said. 

“The war begins. It is very dan- 

■ gerous," a senior OPEC official in' 
:>iHB Golf said. 

. rT^Sadustry analysts described the 
• Nigerian cut as the first major 
| downward break in OPEC prices 
since the group took control of the 
market a decade ago. 

s Nigeria, in the first public bre- 
ach of OPEC pricing solidarity 
.-said it had cut its crude price to 
S30 a barrel to match new levels 
'proposed for North Sea ofl. 

Industry sources in Lagos' said . 
that if Saudi Arabia or other exp- 
orters tried to make their oils 
competitive, Nigerian prices 
would fall again. 

Gulf ofl analysts said Saudi 
Arabia now held the key to world 
k prices but faced an agonising dec- 

■ iskm over whether to reduce its 
1 tariffs, and if so by how much. 


The kingdom has seen its pro- 
duction slip to what industry exp- 
erts Sunday estimated as under 
four millio n barrels daily from a 
1979 peak of about 10 mflSon. 

It has tried to defend tine official 
OPEC reference price -of $34 a 
barrel. 

The analysts said a reduction in 
price of what until now was a wid- 
ely expected $4 a barrel mi ght not 
significantly revive demand for 
Saudi crude. 

A larger cut would mean a risk 
of retaliation by Nigeria and a fu- 
Uscale price war, they said. 

-Saudi Oil Minis ter Ahmad Zalri 
Yamani has aruged that a modest 
cut in price would revive demand. 

The analysts however said a sig- 
nificant - reduction, might cause- 
world financial havoc and a spate 
of bankruptcies among banks and 
.oil companies. 

The kingdom’s fellow members 
of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
— Kuwait Qatar, the United 
Arab Emirates (UAH), Oman and 
Bahrain — are expected to go 
along with any Saudi move. 

OPECs crisis, which threatens 
the future of the 2 3 -year-old exp- - 
oxter group, stems from an une- 
xpectedly severe drop in demand 
for its erode. Some members have 
given discounts on official prices ' 
to grab more of the shrunken 
market 

Nigerian presidential oil adviser 
Mr. Yahaya Dikko said Saturday 


night that a $3 a barrel price cut 
announced last week by Britain 
meant there was no longer a basis 
for a price structure based on a 
$34 reference level 

The analysts said it was imp- 
ossible to forecast which way 
Saudi Arabia would turn. 

“You can be sure the State 
Department in Washington and 
other foreign ministries round the 
world are in constant contact with 
Riyadh, one well-informed 
American oilman said. 

The senior OPEC sources «rirt 
iw date had yet been set fora mee- 
ting of Gulf oil -ministers to coo- 
rdinate any price move or for an 
emergency OPEC conference. 

Saudi Arabia has in the . past 
been meticulous about making 
price changes only in the OPEC 
forum, but the analysts said that 
now anything was possible. 

Meanwhile, bankers in Bahrain 
said they expected gold prices 
would rise when world financial 
markets reopened Monday amiH 
growing apprehension over the 
stability of the world banking sys- 
tem. Gold closed on Friday at' 
about SS05 a ounce. 

The new prices put Nigeria’s 
high quality Bonny light crude 50 
cents below the price of Forties' 
and Brent crudes, its direct North 
Sea competitors. 

Mr. Dikko made it plain that 
any cuts below the new Nigerian 


price by Britain would be mat- 
ched. 

Nigeria's new prices, like those 
for the North Sea, will be bac- 
kdated to Feb. 1, the ann- 
ouncement said. 

Mr. Dikko said Nigeria rem- 
ained committed to OPEC and 
that the British move showed the 
need to resume a dialogue within 
the organisation “and the ned to 
begin discussions with non-OPEC 
crude oil exporters on long-term 
pricing and production policy.” 

Industry sources said the Nig- 
erian government did not see its 
move as foreshadowing its exit 
from OPEC, although its mem- 
bership could be in doubt if a 
price-cutting war developed. 

Nigeria’s action reflected its 
need for foreign currency and 
despair at the failure of OPEC to . 
agree on new production quotas at 
a meeting in Geneva last month, 
they said. 

Mr. Dikko said “the North Sea 
price reductions have ensured that 
there is no longer a basis in today’s 
market for a price structure based 
on Arabian light priced at S34 a 1 
barreT — a reference to OPECs 
benchmark price. 

“It needs to be reiterated that 
the restoration of stability and the 
defence of crude oil markets is a 
responsibility for both OPEC and 
non-OPEC exporters alike. Both 
groups stand to gain by res- 
ponsible action”, he added. 


Industry sources said ' it was 
dear Lagos was not blaming the 
British National 03 Corporation 
(BNOC), which proposed price 
cuts to its suppliers and customers 
on Friday, for Nigeria's breach of 
the OPEC price line. 

With the world glut of oil con- 
tinuing and market pressure on 
producers to slash charges, som- 
eone had to be first to reduce pri- 
ces, the sources said. 

The British decision had simply 
made it impossible for oil- 
dependent Nigeria to bold the 
OPEC line any longer. 

They added that the new Nig- 
erian policy of parity with North 
Sea prices appeared to mean that 
if Britain dropped the price of For- 
ties or Brent crude to S 30 to match 
Bonny light then Lagos would 
take no action. 

But if Britain attempted to und- 
ercut the new Nigerian price 
Lagos would reduce “cent for 
cent”, they said. 

The sources said that the British 
authorities had already been inf- 
ormed of the implications of the 
new Nigerian policy. 

Nigeria is dependent on oil exp- 
orts for more than 90 per cent of 
its foreign exchange. Its pro- 
duction plnmmetted early this 
month to under 550,000 barrels 
per day (b/d) against a peak of two 
million b/d in 19S0. 

“The pressure was almost unb- 


earable and it really came down to 
whether they would Cut uni- 
laterally or collectively with 
OPEC once the Geneva meeting 
failed,” one industry source said. 

The sources said that in addition 
to matching any further North Sea 
price cuts below the new Nigerian 
levels, Lagos would also be wat- 
ching Venezuela and Saudi Ara- 
bian pricing moves. 

They said if it became plain 
those two countries were trying to 
maintain differentials — var- 
iations of price against the OPEC 
benchmark to account for quality 
and distance from markets — 
Nigeria would match them. 

Saudi Arabia and Kuwait are 
accused by African producers of 
torpedoing the Geneva meeting 
by demanding Thar Af rican pro- 
ducers double their $1-50 a barrel 
diffe renti al 

Nigeria saw that as economic 
suicide. 

In Jakarta, an official said the 
Nigerian announcement con- 
firmed Indonesia's fears that 
OPEC s price dike had been irr- 
evocably broken. But he said his 
country, the only member of 
OPEC in East Asia, would adopt a 
wait-and-see attitude. 

“The next move is up to the 
Gulf and the Saudis and we will 
probably wait to see what the Sau- 
dis do before making any price 
changes.” he said. 


Cash-rich China plays markets 
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PEKING — While many cou- 
ntries are deep in recession with 
their foreign exchange reserves 
East diminishing, cash-rich China 
is building a fat bank in a spread of 
currencies. 

China was in 1981 a $500 mil- 
Bon net creditor to the world, at 
the monetary level. It had been 
much worse off than that shortly 
before. Now net foreign exchange 
holdings are between $6 billion 
and $7 billion. 

China has in the space of a year 
or two emerged as a substantial 
fartor hr the currency markets*’ of 
Europe and Asia as a result of a 
favourable movement in its bal- 
ance of trade, as is indicated by its 
growing commercial activities. 

A mixture of prudence and cir- 
cumstance has given China one of 
t be lowest debt service ratios 
among developing countries. 
Required service payments on 
China's gross debt are thought to 
have amounted to about 5 percent 
of export earnings at the end of 
1982. 

C hina reported in December 
that at the end of the third quarter 
of 1982 it was holding $92 billion 


in foreign exchange reserves. 
Those holdings almost certainly 
exceeded $ 1 0 bfllion by the end of 
the year. The Chinese foreign debt 
to be set against this is thought to 
. amount to about $4 bilGon. 

What then is Cbina doing with 
all its money? 

Most of it according to Western 
bankers in Peking, is placed on 
short-to medium-term deposit in 
world money markets, notably in 
Eurocurrency markets where the 
Bank of China’s London branch 
has had long experience. 

China is also getting into the • 
* syndicated loan business. ’ ' ' 
Over the past several years, the 
Bank of Chma has taken the lead 
or has acted as co-manager in a 
number of syndications in Europe 
where it has been involved in loans 
to the Danish . Export-Import 
Bank and the Italian State Rai- 
lway, to name only two examples. 

At the same time, China is using 
its reserves to refinance some of its 
outstanding debts, disturbingly to 
Western bankers who are now 
finding the Bank of China has 
emerged as a robust competitor in 
' development financing for ent- 
erprises in China. 
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Last year, the Bank of China 
took over a loan of $35.2 million 

- for a big hotel project in Nanjing' 
from the Hongkong and Shanghai 
Banking Corporation. 

Western bankers expea the 
Bank of China to shift more each 
from its placement in financial ins- 
titutions in the West to fund dev- 
elopment projects in China itself 

— at preferential rates of interest 
to Chinese enterprises. 

Under the present corporate tax 
law, foreign b anks are obliged to 
pay a 20 per cent withholding tax 
on profits remitted from China, an 
encumbrance that puts them at a 
severe disadvantage if they are lb 
compete with the Bank of China, 
which is free of such strictures. 

“We’re up against unbeatable 
competition," says one Western 
banker, ruefully. 

China is also proposing to lend 
to Western enterprises investing 
in China. 

One such case is that of Occ- 
idental Petroleum, which is a par- 
ticipant in a big coalmining joint 
venture with the Chinese at Pin- 
gshuo, west of Peking. 

Bank of China officials said late • 
last year that they sure considering 
an Occidental “request" for 
funds. 

The Chinese would, of course, 
be well aware of the funding req- 
uirements with which the Ame- 
rican company was faced as a res- 
ult of its recent takeover of Cities 
Services, the U.S. ofl services and 
refineries group, for $4 billion. 

Western bankers see the gro-' 


wing range of the Bank of China's 
activities as an indication that h is 
seeking a more international role 
for itself in its function as China’s 
foreign exchange bank, as the* 
people's republic opens further 
for business to the outside world. 

In a further extension of its act- 
ivities, the Bank of China ann- 
ounced recently that it planned to 
extend export credits to foreign 
buyers on a trial basis in order to 
promote China's exports. 

According to an announcement 
made at the end of a national con- 
ference in Peking of Bank of 
China managers, the bank wil! 
make available from now until 
1985 low-interest loans totalling 
$500 million to "encourage exp- 
orts of machinery and ships." 

A pilot scheme is to be imp- 
lemented first in Peking and then 
in the port cities of Tianjin, Sha- 
nghai and Dalian. 

Bank directors also approved a 
1983 work programme which env- 
isaged the Barik of China ext- 
ending loans for the Pingshuo coal 
development, a proposed nuclear 
power station in Guangdong pro- 
vince, offshore oil programmes, 
eneigy development in south-west 
China and transportation and 
harbour construction. 

According to figures given by 
directors to the conference, more 
than 60 per cent of the Bank of 
China's foreign exchange loans 
are being directed at preferential 
rates of interest between 8 per 
cent and 10 per cent to the tec- 
hnical transformation of small- 
and medium-size enterprises. 


The ratio of lending is likely, 
however, to swing in favour of 
bigger projects as China embarks 
on the development of major 
energy-related schemes such as 
the Guangdong power station. 

The Bank of China's decision to 
extend export credits to foreign 
buyers is another indication of the 
growing sophistication of China's 
dealings with the outside world 
and is also recognition on Peking’s 
part of measures needed to com- 
pete in highly competitive world 
markets. 

China’s solid trade performance 
in the three years from 1979 to 
3981 has enabled the Chinese to . 
convert a threatened foreign exc- 
hange deficit into a health sur- 
plus and has laid the basis for the 
Bank of China’s entry into new 
fields of activity. 

In the three years to 1981. 
China's exports grew at an ave- 
rage annual compound rate of 
31.9 per cent. 

In 1981, exports of S22 billion 
were 129 per cent greater than 
they had been, at S9.6 billion, in 
1978. 

The- official trade figures for 
1982, just released, show exports 
as totalling $21.6 bfllion, and 
imports at $17 billion, to leave ‘ 
China the healthy trade surplus of 
about $4.6 bfllion. 

Western economic analysts in 
Pelting say China is now well pla- 
ced to increase foreign borrowing 
to secure funds for huge inf- 
rastructure projects, particularly 
in the eaergy field. 


China could handle a debt ser- 
vice ratio of 1 5 to 20 percent wit- 
hout much trouble on the basis of 
pretent growth in its foreign trade, 
they argue. 

. Apart from its substantial for- 
eign exchange holdings. China's 
gold reserves position is good. 

According to monetary sta- 
tistics released in December, its 
reserves at the end of Septmber 
19S2 were 12.67 million troy oun- 
ces, valued at $476 million at the 
national accounting level — and at- 
some $6 bfllion at the current free 
market price. 

But this only tells part of the 
gold story. 

China holds very substantial 
quantities indeed of “unrn- 
onetised” gold which do not show 
up in any official statistics. 

China. Western analysts say, 
may be reviewing its gold reserves 
policy in line with an apparent 
change in official attitudes to a 
build-up of stocks and inventories. 

Whereas, previously, China 
appeared unconcerned — rather 
boasted — about stockpiles of 
such commodities as steel, it is 
now questioning this approach. 

Whichever way you look at it, 
China is positioning itself for the 
extensive foreign borrowing pro- 
gramme in which it will be obliged 
to engage if it is to achieve its tar- 
gets in energy development and in 
port and rail construction — the 
weak sectors in the economy. 

— Financial Times news features 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, FEB. 21,1983 



GENERAL TENDENCIES: This is your day to get 
together with those who can be helpful in making plans tc 
have greater abundance in the future. The evening is fine 
for the entertainment of your choice. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 191 There could be a delay in 
matters you have counted on, but keep busy in other ac- 
tivities for the time being. Be patient 
TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20} Listen carefully to what 
an associate has to say because if you misunderstand this 
person, there could be trouble.* 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) You may begin the new 
week without the data you need, but later you can Obtain 
the necessary information. Be logical. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to July 21) You could be 
in a self-pitying mood and this could prove destructive, so 
count your blessings and be thankful. • 

LEO (July 22 to Aug. 21) Try to change conditions 
around you so that you can have more success and hap- 
piness. Show more devotion to loved one. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Now is the time to hold 
steadfast to ideas that will help you gain your goals. 
Sidestep a troublemaker. 1 

LIBRA (Sept- 23 to Oct. 22) Showing others that you 
are good citizen is important today. Take time to study - 
projects that could be profitable. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Engaging in new in- 
terests at this time could be dangerous, so wait for a bet- 
ter time. Don’t neglect to pay your bills. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Be sure to keep 
promises you've made even though you are tempted to 
change your mind. Be less suspicious of others. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Find out whet 
associates expect of you and do your best to please them. 
Make plans to have greater success. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) You may feel like 
postponing an undersirable task, but this would be foolish 
of you. Keep busy and it will soon be behind you. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Some recreation you desire 
is fine, provided you don't empty your wallet. 3& sure to 
take needed health treatments. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she wiii 
be able to solve just about everything of a mecharicel 
nature, but if your progeny becomes involve* ir« emotional 
affairs, there could be headaches. Teach to be objective. 
There's a deep spiritual nature here. 

“The Stars impel they do not compel." What you make 
of your life is largely up to you! 


THE Daily Crossword 


By James Brussel 


ACROSS 
1 Titles for 
monks 
5 Sequence 
of tones 

10 Cafe card 

14 Cadence 

15 Promising 
one 

16 Poems 

17 Accusatory 

19 Wrench 
open 

20 Annoyed 

21 Tangled 

23 Bugle call 

24 Prima 
donna 

25 Emphasize 

28 Motherly 

32 Minor Job 


33 Cowboy, 
at times 

34 Woolen 
cloak 

35 Fabled 
birds 

36 Eats 

37 Stylish 

38 Request 

39 Cat 

40 Priggish 
one 

41 Syriac 
version of 
Bible 

43 Abounded 

44 Parsons 

45 Poem by 
Byron 

46 Removes 
pits 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


00000 0000 00011 
□noiooi aaaa Sana 
□□□uni 000000000 

000 00110 00B00 

lanraaa 00011000 
000000 manaa 
001100 000000000 

□□□ H0000 0Q0 

Q000SQ0DD 001300 
DE10E30 0000100 
00000110 00D0H 

nnnon 0000 000 
00Q000QH0 00000 
00013 0000 00Q00 
G3BHD HBCTH 00000 


49 State 
houses 

53 Walk ankle- 
deep 

54 Tour movie 

56 Turning 
bar 

57 Ready and 
willing 

58 Lease 

59 Make money 

60 Color 
experts 

61 Vast 


DOWN 

1 Impertinent 

2 Hoarfrost 

3 Swiss 
range 

4 Speaks Im- 
perfectly 

5 Steep 
descents 

6 Rude huts 

7 Surrounded 
by 

8 Bulgarian 
coin 

9 Recluses 

10 Pestle’s 
partner 

11 Blue- 
pencil 

12 Glacial 
snow 

13 Accustomed 

18 Harass 


22 Declare to 
be true 

24 Confused 

25 Argument 

26 The ones 
there 

27 Moves back 
and forth 

28 Craze 

29 Hebrew 
prophet 

30 Bear 
patiently 

31 Strapped 

33 Swcrd 

handies 

36 Abominated 

37 Makers of 
originals 

39 Excellent 

40 Danger 

42 Trustworthy 

43 Narrows to 
a point 

45 Rod of 
tennis 

46 Became 
dizzy 

47 Vehicle 

48 Husband 
of Frigg 

49 Confine 

50 Curved 
molding 

51 Moon 

52 Matched 
collections 

55 Light 
emanation 
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Australian bush fires under control Ov .?L£ 0 Ji die 



■ J _ _„-*-x.f=" - 


MELBOURNE (R) — The bush 
is still blazing in places, but fires 
which devastated large tracts of 
southern Australian are now 
under control and the nation has ' 
time at last to assess the enormity 
of the disaster and discover its 
causes. 

At least 71 people died and 

3.000 homes were destroyed as 
the Sanies swept parts of Victoria 
and South Australia states last 
week. Over 200,000 sheep and 

12.000 cattle were also lost. 

“Looters will be shot” signs 

have appeared outside gutted 
homes in an attempt to save any 
possessions which might have sur- 
vived the fire. 

The area had already been par- 
ched by the worst drought in Aus- 
tralia's history. Now over 200.000 
square kilometres, much of it 
prime farmland, have been sco- 
rched black. 

The fires, which started on 
Wednesday, were as bad in terms 
of lives as the worst in the cou- 
ntry's history on “Black Friday 9 ' in 
1939 when 71 people died in Vic- 
toria. 

Arson suspected 

Fire chiefs who believe the las- 
test blazes could have been acts of 
arson are probing the ashes for 
evidence, such as petrol cans. 
Arsonists are responsible for one 


in five bush fires here. 

“Reports indicate that a num- 
ber of fires were lit deliberately,” 
said Melbourne police chief sup- 
erintendent Don Plant. 

Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser, 
now cam paigning for a general 
election on March 5. went to 
church in Melbourne Sunday to . 
lead the nation in a day of prayer 
and national mourning. 

Hundreds of firefighters are still 
crying to beat out and dampen 
down a big blaze in wilderness east 
of Melbourne, capital of Victoria. 
It is under control and the nearest 
town, NV arburton. is not in danger. 

A few small fires were burning 
Sunday northeast of Adelaide. 
South Australia’s capital, though 
the state of emergency in the reg- 
ion had been lifted. 

Many of them are already pla- 
nning to rebuild their homes and 
have returned to park caravans 
among the debris and sift the wre- 
ckage for possessions. 

There have been three arrests 
for looting reported so far. Police 
said most of the looting fears were 
caused by rumours, but they have 
increased night patrols. 

Cows explode 

GRAVOC. Australia (R) — Far- 
mers talk of cows exploding from 
the heat when sheets of flame, as 
high as the gum trees, raced in 
from the Australian grasslands in 


devastating bush fires that have 
taken at least 71 human lives. 

Years of drought had already 
reduced the grasslands, to what 
appeared to be a white carpet, rol- 
led out across the state of Vic- 
toria’s rich stock belt 320 kil- 
ometres west of Melbourne. 

On Wednesday, as tem- 
peratures hit about 40 degrees 
Centigrade (104 Fahrenheit), the 
carpet caught fire, burning alive or 
maiming 4,750 cattle and more 
than 10,000 sheep. 

Eight people died among the 
fanning community around the 
town of Garvoc, 225 kilometres 
southwest of Melbourne. Two fa- 
thers and their sons burned^ to 
death in their cars while tryingto 
flee the flames. 

Now trucks from the meat can- 
ning company pass along dusty 
roads taking blistered and lame 
cattle to abattoirs for emergency 
slaughter. 

But most of the dead cattle and 
sheep were unfit to eat and have 
been burned in 1 1 pits on the edge 
of fields. 

Many cows with burned udders 
and sheep with their wool seared 
off were shot between the eyes to 
put them out of their misery. 

The fires in the district burned 
out 60.000 hectares (150.000 
acres) of grasslands, destroying 
140 farm houses, flattened except 
for the galvanised water tanks 
which stood beside them. 


“This is what it did." said far- 
mer Ted Bennett, kicking pats of 
cow and sheep dung. 

“They got alight and the wind . 
blew them around the farms. It 
wouldn't have been so bad oth- 
erwise.” 

As his herd of 95 dairy cows 
galloped in panic from the rushing 
fire, the wind changed and instead 
of killing the cows burned down 
his house and hay barns. 

The cows used to give about 1 00 
gallons (3 SO litres) of milk a day. 
Over the last two days they have 
produced 10 gallons (38 litres). 

“They’re still frightened. 
They're just drying up. There's 
not much hay and not much water 
to give them,” Mr. Bennett said. 

In the aftermath of the fire, ove- 
rhead power lines are also being 
blamed for the extent of the dev- 
astation. When the pylons fell, the 
sparks set off more fires and elc- 
ec tricity was cut to the pumps bri- 
nging up borehole water. 

With milk supplies now vir- 
tually ceased, milk tankers are tak- 
ing water to the farms, where the 
cows practically stampede to get at 
it. 

Although he now lives in a car- 
avan alongside his ruined house, 
Mr. Bennett was luckier than 
some. At least the wind spared his 
cattle. 

Farmers lose all 

Many of the farmers lost eve- 


Nkomo sent home after police detention 


HARARE (R) — Veteran Zimbabwe opposition leader Joshua 
Nkomo was resting at home Sunday after being taken off an int- 
ernational flight and detained by police for eight hours. 

Mr. Nkomo, 65. the major political figure in the troubled sou- 
thwestern province of Matabeleland, said he had no idea why he was 
held in a Bulawayo police camp for most of Saturday. 

He told Reuters be was searched throughly and his passport and 
tickets were confiscated, but he was not told he was asbolutely 
forbidden from leaving the country. He added that three aides taken 
in with him were still detained Saturday night. 

“I just don't know what the position is,” he said. 

A government spokesman confirmed that Mr. Nkomo had been 
pv • ectcd from leaving the country and had been held for some time 
before being allowed to return to his home in Bulawayo. 

Bulawayo is the capital of Matabeleland province and centre of the 
power base of Mr. Nkorao's ZAPU Party. 

Tne government spokesman said he expected a full police sta- 
tement on the incident, perhaps Sunday. 

The spokesman, information director Justin Nyoka, had said ear- 
lier in the day that he believed the government of Prime Minister 
Robert Mugabe, which has accused Mr. Nkomo of subversive act- 
ivities, did not want him to leave Zimbabwe at this time. 

He referred to a major treason trial in Harare in which top Nkomo 
aides, Duraiso Dabengwa and lx. Gen. Lookout Masuku, are acc- 
used of plotting against the state. 

“In view of the trial and the incriminating evidence we are getting 
the government would not be happy to have him leave the country," 


he said. “We think be has certain charges to answer.” 

The government has blamed Mr. Nkomo and ZAPU for a wave of 
anti-government violence in Matabeleland. Rebels have killed at 
least 120 people in the year since Mr. Nkomo was fired from the 
' coalition cabinet on suspicion of plotting a coup. 

Mr. Nkomo strongly denies the allegation and has accused gov- 
ernment forces of going on an orgy of murder, rape and looting 
during anti-rebel operations in Matabeleland. 

Zimbabwe’s other main opposition leader, former Rhodesian. 
Prime Minister Ian Smith who heads the all-white Republican Front, 
had his passport withdrawn last year after he attacked Mr. Mugabe's 
government during a visit to the United States. 

Mr. Nkomo said he had been due to address a meeting in Prague of 
the World Peace Council, of which be is a vice president, next 
Monday and Tuesday. 

He was seated in a South African Airways plane, ready to fly to 
Johannesburg for a connecting flight to Czechoslovakia, when he was 
seized by uniformed police. 

Party officials and his family said they spent hours tryingto find out 
where he had been taken and finally traced him to a police camp in 
suburban Bulawayo. He was allowed to see a lawyer but not his wife, 
they said. 

Mr. Nkomo, at home and in apparent good spirits Saturday night, 
said he still hoped to be able to travel to Prague. 

He was reluctant to discuss his detention — his first in the ind- 
ependent Zimbawe he fought for through years of white minority 
rule. 


Mozambican civilians Pretoria claims to have 
Mcreasinelv in ncril checked SWAPO attack 

111 pwlll JOHANNESBURG (R)- South ops had exercised restraint* 


CKIMOIO, Mozambique (R) — 
Guerrillas of the Mozambique 
National Resistance (RNM) have 
killed 31 people in two ambushes 
this month in the centre of the 
country, hospital officials said. 

Both attack took place close to 
the main road and railway line lin- 
king landlocked Zimbabwe with 
the sea at Beira. 

Dr. Elias Walle, director of 
Chimoio Hospital, said 18 people 
were killed and 14 wounded on 
Feb. 2 when rebels attacked four 
vehicles with bazooka and aut- 
omatic rifle fire near Vanduzi, 40 
kilometres west of Chimoio. 

A small group of part-time mil- 
itia escorted the vehicles in view of 
earlier attacks on the road, he 
said. Three militiamen were kil- 
led. bet the other victims were all 
unarmed civilians. 

On Feb. 7, the hospital received 
victims of an attack on a bus tra- 
velling to Chimoio from Manica 
near the Zimbabwe border. Dr. 
V/a!ie said. 


Ten travellers were shot or sta- 
bbed to death and three people 
were burned alive inside the bla- 
zing bus. Dr. Walle said. 

The RNM is said by black Afr- 
ican nations to be an agent of 
South Africa in a regional cam- 
paign of destabilisation. 

Student Joao Dedeus. 20, sur- 
vived the second attack. From bis 
hospital bed here he told Reuters 
he was on his way to an agr- 
icultural training institute in the 
area when the bus was ambushed 
at 6 a.m., juft after sunrise. 

The right side of his face was 
slashed open with a knife or a bay- 
onet, he was not sure. He lost bis 
right eye. One arm was gashed 
open and his right leg was broken 
at the knee. 

Joao said two men had leaped 
out from the bush and raked the 
bus with gunfire. 

Those who got out alive were 
told to remove and hand over all 
their clothes, shoes and watches, 
he said. 



GOREN BRIDGE 
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BY CHARLES GORES 
€>1982 Tribune Company Syndicate, Inc. 

Q.l — Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

4 K109542 VQJ963 05 +Q 
The bidding has proceeded: 
North East Sooth 

2 0 14 ? 

What action do you take? 

3-2 — Both vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

•>873 VKJ8 0QJ 498742 
The bidding has proceeded: 
South West North East , 

Pass 1 4 2 4 Pass 

3 4 Pass 5 4 Pass 

9 

What do you bid now? 

Q.3— As South, vulnerable, 
you hold: 

j vXM 7987342 06 4QJ5' 
$ The bidding has proceeded: 

} East South West North 


1 4 Pass 2 4 2 NT 

Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.4— Neither vulnerable, as 

South you hold: 

4K1093 VAKQ4 0A873 46 
Partner opens the bidding 
with one spade. What do you' 
respond? 

Q.5— As South, vulnerable, 
you hold: 

4AQ1054 76 OKQ982 483 
The bidding has proceeded: 
North East Sooth West 

1 V Pass 1 4 Pass 

2 4 Pass 2 0 Pass 

2 Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.6— Both vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

4AJ82 v*AQ95 0 7 4AJ102 
Your right-hand opponent 
opens the bidding with one 
spade. What action do you 
take? 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — South 
African security forces have killed 
96 guerrillas of the South West 
Africa Peoples Organisation 
(SWAPO) in Namibia (South 
West Africa) in the last few days, 
according to forces headquarters. 

The deaths, announced Sat- 
urday at the headquarters in the 
Namibian capital of Windhoek, 
followed a new insurgent off- 
ensive which has cast a shadow 
over proposed border peace talks 
between South Africa and Ang- 
ola. _ 

On Friday South African For- 
eign Minister Pik Botha said a del- 
egation would probably meet 
Angolan officials in the Cape 
Verde Islands next week. 

Announcing the impending dis- 
cussions, Mr. Botha said the cha- 
nces of an accord were tenuous 
and referred obliquely to certain 
events ■ which had come to the 
government’s attention. 

Saturday’s statement appeared 
to back up Mr. Botha's caution 
about the outcome of the talks. It 
said the raid by SWAPO, which 
has fought a lengthy bush war aga- 
inst South African rule in the ter- 
ritory, was expected. 

Military commentators said 

South African and Angolan tro- 


ops had exercised restraint in con- 
tacts during recent months, but 
they added that developments this 
week illustrated South Africa's 
continuing concern with SWAPO. 

On Thursday, the security for- 
ces said they had killed 17 
SWAPO guerrillas in western 
Ovambo close to the Angolan 
border. It was not immediately 
clear whether the total announced 
Saturday included those deaths. 

The clashes were a repeat of 
events during the rainy season 
nearly a year ago, when South Afr- 
ica claimed to have tracked and 
killed most of a guerrilla force 
involved in a raid on white farms. 

Despite the latest dashes, dip- 
lomats hoped South Africa and 
Angola woold still go ahead with 
the planned talks and would be 
eager to build on a first round of 
discussions held in Cape Verde 
late last year. 

Apart from the question of a 
possible border ceasefire, official 
sources were quoted in Luanda as 
saying the proposed meeting 
would focus on speeding up the 
implementation of United Nat- 
ions wishes on the territory. 

Namibia is controlled by South 
Africa in defiance of the U.N. 


Zimbabwean I Uganda acts 


soldier charged 
with murder 

HARARE (R) — A government 
soldier will be charged with the 
murder of a young white boy in the 
southwestern Zimbabwe province 
of Matabeleland, the Sunday 
Mail newspaper reported. 

Roy Lahee, five, was shot 10 
days ago as his family drove home 
to a mine some 30 kilometres 
north of Zimbabwe’s border with 
Botswana. 

His father, mine manager Terry 
Lahee. 37, told reporters at the 
time that government troops had 
opened fire on their car. Roy was 
shot through the neck and died 
instantly, he said. 

The Sunday Mail said a soldier 
arrested by police would be cha- 
rged with the boy's murder and 
the attempted murder of his mot- 
her Molly, 33, who was shot in the 


to prevent 
bomb attacks 

NAIROBI (R) — Uganda’s def- 
ence ministry has received inf- 
ormation that anti-government 
guerrillas are planning to bomb 
strategic targets in Kampala, 
Uganda Radio said Sunday. 

The radio, monitored here, said 
security forces had taken pre- 
cautions against such attacks and 
residents said parking had been 
banned along the main street of 
the city. 

Last year a bomb was detonated 
in a car parked alongside the hea- 
dquarters of the ruling Uganda 
People's Congress (UPC) In cen- 
tral Kampala. 

Anti-government guerrilla 
groups recently claimed to have 
stepped up their attacks on the 
.government of President Milton 
Obote in areas near the Ugandan 


rything and compare themselves 
with the 8,000 .townsfolk, who 
may have been made homeless but 
still have jobs and an income. 

“We’ve got nothing coming in,” 
said Mr. Bennett “A lot of us 
have already borrowed money to 
tide us over the drought” 

The last time Mr. Bennett saw 
rain was 1.5 inches (38 ml) in Oct- 
ober. And before that? He shrugs 
at the question. 

In the town's mechanics ins- 
titute b all fanners come in to pick 
up donated clothes, have a cup of 
tea and talk over what they are 
going to do. 

A picture of Queen Elizabeth 
hangs on the wall, a reminder that 
most of the people there are des- 
cendants of British settlers. 

They worry about where the 
hay is coming from, because so 
much of Australia is affected by 
drought that there is little to spare. 

They discuss trying to wean the 
cows onto wheat pellets, which 
one fans “starvation rations.” 

There are not many centres left 
in the region, which looks like a 
huge charred paddock. The gro- 
und is so hard that it would break 
any known plough and re-seeding 
is impossible. 

It will take years to restore the 
land. Only rain can bring relief. 
But there is no hope in the wea- 
ther forecast. 


2 Chinese 
held for 
mass killing 

in Seattle 

SEATTLE (R) — Two young 
men born in Hong Kong have 
been held in connection with the 
mass killing of 12 men and a 
woman in a private club in Sea- 
ttle's Chinatown district, police 
said Sunday. 

The victims, all Asians, had 
their hands and feet bound and 
were shot in the head. They were 
found by police lying in pools of 
blood after the only survivor man- 
aged to untie himself and crawl 
into an adjoining alley where lie 
called to a passer-by for help. 

The wounded man was under 
heavy guard in a hospital Sunday. 
Police refused to give details of ms 
injuries but he was also believed to 
have been shot in the bead. 

Police said the two men being 
held, aged 20 and 22, were bel- 
ieved to have lived in Seattle for 
some time. 

A third man was detained soon 
after the shootings but was rel- 
eased. Police said they were stifi 
seeking another man. 

The police said they believed 
high stakes gambling was taking 
place in the Wah Mee Club when 
the killers entered Saturday and 
robbery was apparently the mot- 
ive for the minders. 

A coroner' s spokesman said the 
victims were aged between 20 and 
60 and the woman was middle- 
aged. 

“They were bound hand and 
feet together like pigs and sla- 
ughtered,” police official said 

There has been gang warfare in' 
the Chinatown area in the past, 
but police said they did not believe 
gangs were connected with the 
murders. 


British press 
reveals ‘mole’ 

LONDON (R) — A British wor- 
kman fitting windows at the Soviet' 
trade delegation in London hel- 
ped to unmask four suspected 
spies who were expeDed the Obs- 
erver Sunday newspaper said. 

It said the workman was able to 
help British security services ide- 
ntify Soviet intelligence agents 
among the 630 officials at the spr- 
awling trade centre at HJghgaie in 
North London. 

He was one of a team of British 
workmen hired by the Soviets to 
renovate the building in 1979. 
During the next two years he was 
able to photograph documents, 
bug at least one meeting in the. 
building and check cars. 

The four men expelled as sus- 
pected spies were Victor Lazine, 
second secretary at the Soviet 
embassy, trade delegation mem- 
ber Vladimir Zadneprovskiy, 
naval attache Anatoly Zbotov and 
Vladimir Chernov, an interpreter 
at the London-based Int- 
ernational Wheat Council. 

Initially the Soviet staff watched 
the workmen carefully, giving 
each an individual guard, but sec- 
urity soon slackened, the Obs- 
erver said, and guards were bribed 
with cans of beer. 

The agent established that one 
Soviet intelligence man who had 
escaped British surveillance was 
leaving the building each morning 
hidden in a school bus, the Obs- 
erver said 


By Najmul Hasan 

NELLIE, India (R) — At least. 
500 villagers, many of them 
women and childezn, were killed 
by frenzied tribesmen on Friday in 
central Assam, local Indian off- 
icials said here Sunday. 

Sixteen villages were wiped out 
in the attack on hundreds of imm- 
igrant families, mostly Muslims 
from Bangladesh, living in the 
nigged central Nowgong district 
of the north-east Indian state. 

Police said they had collected 
200 bodies and several hundred 
more were lying in fields where 
they were cut down by the tri- 
besmen, using bows and arrows, 
axes, guns and spears. 

I counted at least 150 corpses, 
many with gaping wounds and 
covered in mud, lying in open land 
and amid the debris of charred vil- 
lages. 

Earlier, India's two main news 
agencies had reported that at least 
250 villagers, many of them 
women and children had died in 
two frenzied days of killing in cen- 
tral Assam. 

The agencies said the killin gs 
took place in a string of villages 
around Nellie in the central Now- 
gong area of Assam state, where 
voting had been taking place all 
week for a 126-seat local ass- 
embly. 


Sunday, at one centre where 
bodies were being collected ready 
for burial, I saw the blood-caked 
bodies of 16 children laid out in a 
row. 

Some were beheaded and alr- 
eady decomposing. 

More than 500 people were 
wounded in the bloodshed, which 
continued all Friday and the first 
part of Saturday. 

Many were lying untreated with 
festering wounds in the open gro- 
unds of a school, in this smal I imm - 
i grant village, some 70 kilometres 
east of Gauhati, which was the 
centre of the massacre. 

Police said more than 6,000 
people from 16 villages were 
made homeless refugees. Their 
poor hamlets, spread over 30 squ- 
are kilometres of mostly* harsh 
scrubland, were razed to the gro- 
und by the attackers who set fire to 
hundreds of thatched-roof huts. 

When the tribesmen attacked 
one village, a six-metre wide str- 
eam cut off the escape of the des- 
perate immigrants. Many women 
and children died while trying to 
wade across. 

The last round of Assam's ele- 
ctions was scheduled for Sunday, 
but polling in nine assembly seats 
has been postponed until Monday 
because officials were unable to go 
to voting stations. 


Marcos placates church 


MANILA (R) — President Fer- 
dinand Marcos moved Sunday to 
avert a confrontation with the 
powerful Roman Catholic church 
by making a fresh appeal for a dia- 
logue on social and economic pro- 
blems in the Philippines. 

His call came on a day when 
priests were reading from the pul- • 
pits a pastoral letter denouncing 
corruption, injustice and vio- 
lations of human rights which the 

church hierarchy said were dri ving 

people to violence and insurgency. 

The letter, issued by the gen- 
erally conservative Catholic Bis- 
hops' Conference, deplored vio- 
lence by either left or right but was 
■even more 'critical of increased 
mlHtarimtirm m the Philippines . 


It was being read on the first 
Sunday of Lent, an important day 
on the church calendar in the Phi- 
lippines, where 80 per cent of the 
50 million are Catholics. 

In an apparent effort to defuse 
its impact, Mr. Marcos said he had 
invited church leaders to hold 
what the presidential palace said 
was “a more vigorous dialogue” 
on improving the social and eco- 
nomic welfare of the people. 

Mr. Marcos said he had invited 
Archbishop Antonio Mabutas, 
president of the Bishops' Con- 
ference,' to a meeting with cabinet 
ministers at which they would dis- 
cuss the role of the church in eco- 
nomic and social welfare pro- 
grammes. 


Tikhonov’s Greek visit 
Sound to be controversial 


By Neocosmos Tzalias 

Reuter 

ATHENS — Soviet Prime Min- 
ister Nikolai Tikhonov arrives in 
Athens Monday for a three-day 
visit at a time of strain in Greece’s 
relations with its traditional Wes- 
tern allies. 

Mr. Tikhonov is expected to 
discuss economic and industrial 
cooperation with Greece’s first 
Socialist government. While no 
political agreements are expected, 
the visit could further improve 
relations between the two cou- 
ntries. 

Since the PanheUenic Socialist 
Movement (PASOK) of Prime 
Minister Andreas Papandreou 
came to power in Oct. 1981 on a 
platform critical of NATO, the 
European community and the 
U.S., anti-American feeling has 
grown in Greece. 

While the country for the mom- 
ent appears anchored to the West 
as a member of NATO and the 
.community, the Soviet visit has 
aroused controversy. 

Mr. Papandreou has sided with 
Soviet views on major int- 
ernational issues and taken 
anti-Western and anti-American 
positions at the United Nations, in 
NATO and in the community. 

Greece refused to participate in 
sanctions against the Soviet Union 
over Poland and attacked NATO 
plans to deploy new nuclear mis- 
siles in Europe. 

The Warsaw Pact’s recent pr- 
oposals for an non-aggression tre- 
aty with NATO were hailed in 
Greece as a bold offer. 

Relations with the United Sta- 
les took a turn for the worse rec- 
ently with reported disagreements 
during talks on the future s tatu s of 
American bases on Greek ter- 
ritory. 

The granting of the more U.S.' 
military aid to Turkey than to 
Greece was also criticised by Ath- 
ens, which is engaged in a dispute 
with Turkey over Cyprus and 
■Aegean territorial rights. 

• Mr. Tikhonov is returning a 
. visit made to Moscow in 1979 by 
then Prime Minister Constantine 
Karamanlis, now Greek pre- 
sident. 

The visit marked a thaw in 
Greek-Soviet relations following 
the 1974 collapse of the seven- 
year regime of the Greek colonels 
and the restoration of democracy 
— inr hurl wig legalisation, after 30 . 
years, of the Greek Co mmunis t 
Party (KKE). 

The Soviet Union had mai- 
ntained working relations with the 


colonels despite their strong 
anti-communist ideology. 

Because of Soviet support for 
Communist-led insurgents who 
tried to seize power by force in a 
three-year Civil War in the late 
1940s, relations had been frosty 
for years. 

Besides improving state- 
to -state relations, Mr. Tikhonov’s 
long-overdue return visit could 
help boost the popularity of the 
pro-Moscow KKE, which polled 
II per cent in the Oct. 1981 ele- 
ctions. 

KKETs strength rose to 20 per 
cent in municipal elections last 
October. In the next general ele- 
ctions, due in 1985. it hopes to be 
able to either demand par- 
ticipation in the government or to 
have a decisive influence. 

In a move to please the Com- 
munists and to ensure support by 
the Communist-dominated trade 
union movement, Mr. Pap- 
andreou recently announced his 
government's intention to rep- 
atriate about 35,000 Communists 
living as political refugees in Eas- 
tern bloc countries since the 
1947-49 Civil War. 

During Mr. Tikhonov’s visit, 
Greece hopes to sign a wide- 
ranging economic cooperation 
agreement worked out in principle 
by a Soviet delegation which vis- 
ited Greece earlier this month. 

The agreement may provide for 
the possible purch ase of gas via a 
branch of the Siberia gas pipeline 
running through Bulgaria. Greece 
at present buys Soviet oil and ele- 
ctric power. 

Two topics certain to be dis- 
cussed during the Athens talks are 
the Greek-Turkish disputes in the 
Aegean and Cyprus. 

On the Aegean, the two sides 
differ substantially, mainly over 
Mr. Papandreou’s insistence that 
Greece has the right to extend its 
territorial waters from six to 12 
miles.. 

Moscow apparently opposes 
this, fearing it might affect the 
right of free passage through the 
Aegean for Soviet naval units sai- 
ling from foe Black Sea to the 
Mediterranean, as well as Soviet 
fleet anchorages less than 12 miles 
from Greek Islands. 

On Cyprus, there is also a dif- 
ference of emphasis. 

The Greek government wants 
.the removal of Turkish troops 
which invaded the north part of 
Cyprus in 1974. The Kremlin, 

. unwilling to upset Ankara, sup- 
ports the withdrawal of all foreign 
military units, including Greek 
■forces there under 
guaranteeing the island’s states. 
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IN 

BRIEF 

Karachi police detain 
12 Iranian students 


KARACHI (R) — Police det- 
ained a dozen Iranian students in 
Karachi Sunday after bomb blasts 
shattered five French offices Sat- 
urday night, authoritative sources 
said. Local newspapers said the 
blasts might be linked to repo as of 
recent French arms sales to Iran's 
warring neighbour Iraq. The Kar- 
achi Star newspaper reported that 
police believed that attacks were 
carried out by “Iranian com- 
mandos.” 

Pregnant orang-utan 
bites top surgeon 

LONDON (R) — One of Britain's 
top suigeons has cancelled his 
appointments after being bitten by 
a pregnant orang-utan. Gyn- 
aecologist William White bo use 
was paying a call on one of Lon- 
don Zoo's most important 
mothers-to-be — Bulu, the first 
orang-utan to be born and raised 
in England. Bulu, due to give birth 
early this summer, grew cross 
when Mr. Whitehouse made the 
mistake of peering too closely at 
her bulging stomach. Without 
warning, the 21 -year-old ape sank 
her teeth into his hand. “Women 
are all the same,” the surgeon said 
later. “They get irritable when 
they're pregnant.” 

Schoolgirl refuses 
to dissect rats 

PONTYPRIDD. Wales (R) - 
Animal-loving schoolgirl Claire 
Matryer risks failing a vital exam 
because she refuses to cut up a 
dead rat. Claire, 17, says she will 
have nothing to do with dissecting 
bodies even if it means a heavy 
loss of marks in the biology paper 
she has to produce for her a-level 
'examinations — the test that det- 
ermines whether students qualify 
for university. “It is wrong to kill 
any animaL” she said. “It is an 
unnecessary sacrifice of small cre- 
atures in the cause of education." 
Teadher Derek Griffiths said of 
Claire's protest: “It’s the first time 
T ve come across anything like this 
in 25 years of teaching. But of cou- 
rse I respect her views.” 

Battles rage around 
Salvadorean town 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — Fierce 
fighting from Friday till Saturday 
has failed to shake leftist gue- 
rrillas' control of the main road 
into the town of Suchitoto which 
has been under insurgent siege for 
a week, military spokesman said 
Sunday. Urey said the army and 
guerrillas exchanged heavy fire 
throughout Friday night but the 
guerrillas still held positions along 
the road and on the periphery of 
the small town which lies some 45 
kilometres north of the capital 
San Salvador. 

Border war rages 
in Nicaragua 

MANAGUA Nicaragua (R) — 
Nicaraguan troops are locked in 
fierce fighting with right wing gue- 
rrillas near the Honduran border, 
the defence ministry said. The 
ministry said more than 50 gue- 
rrillas bad been killed or wounded 
so far in clashes around Quilali in 
northern Nueva Segovia province. 
Government losses were put at 
eight dead. Chinese-made wea- 
pons were seized in the fighting, 
the ministry said, adding tha t gue- 
rrillas had been operating in the 
area since Feb. 9. In Managua, six 
captured guerrillas --two of them 
youths aged 15 and 13 - were 
freed Saturday after they ren- 
ounced their intent to topple the 
leftist government. 

Purge reported from 
Soviet Azerbaijan 

MOSCOW (R) — The Com- 
munist Party chief in the Soviet 
republic of Azerbaijan disclosed 
this week that there had been a 
;purge in the republic, according to 
ia local newspaper which reached 
Moscow Saturday. Kyamran Bas- 
irov told a meeting of the rep- 
ublic 1 s Commtfnist Party that sev- 
eral party and state officials had 
‘been sacked, expelled from me 
party or sentenced for 
offences. Mr. Bagirov, 5 *^1 
party chief last December in p*®* 
of Geidar Aliyev, indicated _ 
would continue to pursue 
'disciplinarian policies adopt* 0 
‘his predecessor. 



